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On October 30th ever 2.000 peo- 
ple, in ther great maioniy Puente 
Rican, trem: duflerent parts of the 
U.S. demonstrated in front of the 
Justice Depaitment and the White 
House in Washington, D.C... demand: 
ing the release of the longest: held 
political prisoners in) the world: 
Oscar Collaco, Lolita Lebron, Irving 
Flores, Rafacl Cancel Miranda and 
Andres Figueroa, They have spent 
from 19 to 23 years each in US. 
jails. They have passed trem youny 
adulth dod and entered old age. They 
are all, isclated froin their families 
and from their beloved island of 
Puerto Rico, and apparently destined 
to die in jail unless massive interna- 
tional support breaks down the er- 
traordinary cruelty of the U.S. go- 
vermmment, and in particular. of the 
only person who can pardon them, 
the President of the United States. 

Why does the U.S. refuse to par 
don these Puerto Ricans. despite the 
length of time they have served. 
despite Lolita’s senous leg condition 
and Collazo’s stomach cancer? What 
horritle “crisnes’” did they commit? 
Are they murderers? Na No ene of 
them killed anybody. Their “crime™ 
was that they acted on their basic 
human right to be free, the principle 
that was the comerstone for the 
American revolution, that justified 
the uprisings of the slaves against 
their masters and justifies the revolu- 
tions of colonized peoples against 
their imperialist exploiters. They are 
Puerto Ricans who belonged to a 
political party, the Nationalist party, 
which under the Keadership of Don 
Pedro Aibizu Campos, understood 
that the political, social, economic, 
cultural and pyschological repercus- 
sions that their country’s colonial 
status was causing their people. 

The Nationalist Party corsiders 
itself at war with the U.S. since U.S. 
troops invaded the island im 1898. 
The five nationalist prisoners have 
been kept in jail for an intumanly 
long time bzcause of their perticipa- 
tion in two 2cliuns that were at- 
tempts to bring world attention lo 
U.S. exploration of Puerto Rico 
under the facade of the “Free Asso- 
Giated State" status. cenerally knowa 
as the Commonwealth. The U.S. 
false standard bearer of “treedoin™ 
and “democracy”, has crushed every 
effort on the part of Puerto Rico to 
be free iv) democratic because it 
refuses to pve up the huge mililary 
advange and economic profits that 
+Puerto Kico means for the U.S. 

continued on page 15 
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OA elias wera nee OC lee TO er 
Arove, three of the wicker in police tutody after he 
shooting: From belt ta cuht, Lolia Lebron, 34 ycart; Ree 
fart Cancel Miranita, 25; and Andre's Figueroa Cardero, 
29.—Helow, the same yroup, together with Irving Flores, 
at Police Headquarters in Washington, D.C. (Wide World 
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El 30 octubre de este ano. 1973, 
dos mil personds, en su gran may oria 
pucrtorriquenos de distintas partes 
de los EEUU. marcharon en frente 
del Depto. de Justicia y la Casa 
Blanca en Washington, D.C.. deman- 
dando la libertad de los prisioneros 
politicos que nia. tiempo han pesado 
encarcelados <n el mundo: Oscar 
Colluzu, Luise Lebron, Irving Fives, 
Rafacl Cancel Miranda y Andrés 
Figueroa. 19 o 23 anos encarcclzdos, 
han pasado de la juveniud a !a vejez. 
Estan enfermos, aislados de sus fa- 
milias y de su queridz isla. Puerto 
Rico, y aparentemente destinados a 
morir cn b carcel a menos que un 
movimiento masivo de respaldo in- 
ternacional termine con la extra- 
orinaria crueidad del gobierno de los 
EEUU, y, en particular, del tinico 
que-los pucde indultar, Richard M. 
Nixon. Hasta los dictadores tiranicos 
de L.A. han indultado a lideres de 
rebclicnes contra ellos. 

Por que rehusa Jos EEUU indultar 
a estos puertorriquenos. a pesar de lo 
largo que han estado encarcelados, a 
pesar de la enfermedad que sufre 
Lolita. Y el cancer del estomago de 
Collaz0? Qué “‘crimenes horribles™ 
cometicron? Son asesinos? No. Nin- 
guno de ellos han matado a nadic. Su 
crimen fue que actuaron para walizar 
su derecho humano de ser libres, 
Principio que fue el cimicnto de la 
revolucion nortcamericana., que justi- 
fic las rebcliones de esclavos contra 
duchos, y que hoy justifica las revo- 
luciones de los puchlos colonizados 
contra los ex plotadores im perialistas. 


Son puertorriquenos que pertenecian 


aun partido politico. el purtide 
Nacionulista, que bajo el liderato de 
Pedro Athizu Cainpos, entendio las 
tcpercusioncs politicas, sociales, eca- 
nomicas y culturales que el status 
colomal de Puerto Rico tria al 
roehle : 
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farah strike gains support 


Many local support groups are forming 
around the country to help win the stnke that is 
now going on by the workers of the Farah 
Manufacturing Company, one of the largest 
Producers of men’s slacks in the United States. 

Farah has nine plants in the Southwest US. 
and three overseas plants. It is a family-owned 
and operated company, employing 9S00 work- 
ets. It is also 3 company of which 98% of the 
workers are Chicano and 85° are women. Yet 
there ere a0 Chrcare er women supervisors in 
the entire company. Pay is minimal - women 
who have worked there 20 years receive only 
$2.20 per hour. Theit medical insurance, avail- 
able only after 5 yezis of service. pays only $14. 
a day. There ate no maternity benefits and all 
seniority is lost when mztemity leave is taken. 
No one has received retirement benefits in the 
company’s SO years of existence. 

In 1969 at the El Pzso plant. workers began 
to organize for a union. In 1970 the cutters 
voted to affiliate with the Amalgamated Cloth- 
ing Workers Union. Farah would not recognize 
them. Workers were fied: people were not 
allowed to talk in the pluat. In May, 1972 the 
workers in the San Antonio plant walked out 
after several union organizers were fired. The 
walkout spread to the other plants. Over 3.000 
workers are now on strike. 

In response, Farah has issued guns and 
unmuzzled dogs to its guards. Workers have been 
harassed. Even though the National Labor ReJs- 
tions Boar, held the union's right of represgn- 


u 
tation an Charred the company with unfoir 
labor practices, Farch hus refused to negotiate 
with the union, 
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$8.00 » yoar (Institutsons) 


$2.50 Additional outside U, S, 


In El Paso, the strike center. uneniploy- 
ment is high and wares low. Domestics are paid 
$20. a month. 70% of the population is Chicano. 
El Paso, like other Southwest states, has anti- 
union “right-to-work" laws. There are no un- 
employment benefits for striking workers. The 
Farah steike is part of the growing struggle 
among Chicanos to change working confitions 
and to win equa! rights Companies thre sghout 
the Southacst ote watching the Farah strike 
because if the workers win, unionization will 
win. 

The workers have becn striking for over a 
yeur and live on $30. a week. Labor uniors 
across the country are beginning to rally behind 
the Farah workers. The AFL-CIO has endorsed 
both the strike and the boycott of Farah pants. 
Oserseas workers have refused to handle Farah 
products. Because of this widespread support, 
many stores have bren forced to sign agreements- 
not to buy Farah products and proiits have 
suffered. 


Importance to Workers 

The Farah workers in fighting for their 
rights are providing an example for Chicanos, for 
women ard for all working people. In New York 
and Philadelphia where the garment industry is 
concentrated, many shops are threatening their 
workers with closing down and moving to 
another area to get cheaper labor. Many shops 
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have already “runaway.” These companics move 
to the Southwest because most of the workers 
there are not in unions. If the Farah workers 
win, other workers in the Southwest may well 
follow their example. ; 

The unionization of the Southwest and 
the Seuti: will mean that the pool of cheap labor 
will dry up — the living standards of Southern 
werkcrs with fisc, and the jobs of acrthera 
workers will be better protected. 

Several department stores in the New York 
area have been the target of picket lines thrown 
up asa result of their refusal to stop selling 
Farah products. As a result, sixteen persons were 
arrested October 18th at Macy’s Department 
store during a demonstration protesting the 
store’s sale of Farah pants. While over 100 
people picketed outside the store for three 
hours, others inside conducted protests, one of 
which alicgedly resulted in the destruction of 
$20,000 worth of Farah pants. 

Although charges against 10 of those arrest- 
ed have been dropped, the remaining six go to 
trial in November on felony charges. Neverthe- 
less, the demonstrators who form part of the 
nationwide Farah Strike Support movement, 
have vowed to continue picketing Macy’s and 
other delinquent stores until they stop sclling 
Farah pants. 

GET THE SLACKS OFF THE RACKS 


Bernice Davis 
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WEST Pra: WOMER 


HOST MEETING 


, The Bay Atea chapter of the Thind World Wonren's 


“Alliance recently sponsored a general meering, with the 


theme, “The Role of Women & Unird World Labor 
Struggles in the US." The meeting voncentrated on the 
struggles of the United Fannworker Lon (UEWU) and 
the Farah garment workers stake in FL Paar, Texas. This 
was the first genetal Alliance meeting held in the Nay 
Area in California. 

Over 100 people attended the program which was 
held at St, Peter's Church in the mostly Ubird World 
Mission District of San Francisew, Vicki Alexander, an 
Alliance member, moderated the program in both 
Spanish and English. The program was planned to 
inform community and movement people, particularly 
women, about the current situation in these important 
Labor struggles. 

Imma Escamilla of the UFWU Support Commitice 
spoke of the past and present struggle of the Farm- 
workers. In particular, she spoke of the recent violent 
confrontations of UFWU pickers agaist a combination 
of local police and Teamster goon squads in the rich 
Central Valley of California. Three years ago, growers 
signed contracts with the UFWU under tremendous 
worldwide pressure. But when the cuntracts expired this 
year, many growers began signing “sweetheart™ con- 
tacts with the Teamsters. 

The UFWU charges that these “sweetheart” deals 
sell out workers’ interests in return for huge pay-offs to 
corrupt Teamster officials. Therefore, the UFWU strug: 
ple involves the basic issue of workers’ rignt to choose 
their own union representation. Ms, Escamilla reported 
that in the early part of August, two farmworkers were 
killed as a result of their pasticipation in the strike. One, 
an Arab farmworker, died asa result of a beating from a 
sheriff deputy. The other was shot on the picket line. 
Becaus- of these deaths, LF WU leaders are now Uying 
to decide on new tzctics and a-tions. 

_ Bat those cf uz aot ca the pcket ines can still 
how we supoort the justice of the UFWU struggle by 
taking the following stez3- 

(1) Boycott ALL table grapes 

(2) Boycott non-union iceberg lettuce (Ask to see 
the Union's Black Eagle) 

(3) Boycott all Safeway and ASP stozes 


Women Teke Part ‘ 

Ms. Escamillo cited the example of Mrs. Mendoza 
to show the role that women are p'aying in the UFWU 
struggle. Mrs. Mendoza is a UFWU member who was 
arrested, handcuffed, and then brutaily beaten by Kem 
County sheriff deputies. In jail she refused to texe off 
her bloody shirt and thiee days Liter, she created a 
commotion in the courtroom when she went before the 
judge in her blood-stained shirt. Her courage exposed to 
‘all the media the brutality of her treatment by the 


tics. 

The next speaker was Diane Lec, chairperson of the 
Bay Asea Farah Strike Support Committee. She spoke of 
the nearly 2-year old struggle of the garment workers 
against the Farah Pants Co. in Fl Paso, Texas. Ninety- 
five per cent of the workers there are chicanos and 
eighty-five. per cent are women, The workers are 
struggling for basic workers’ rights such as decent pay, 
job security, and most of all, union representation. 
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Workers and Strikes Discussed of 


Ms. Lee pointed out that the Farah strike was very 
important since the deep South and Southwest are not 
unionized and many factories have left cities to take 
advantage of unorganized workers in these areas. There- 
fore, this strike of formerly unorganized workers in 
Texas, who are mostly third world and women, has a lot 
of meaning for workers all over the country who often 
hear threats of moving the shop if they demand better 
wages. 


The strike has also had the important effect of 
mobilizing many women workers who had never before 
taken part in organized activities. Ms, Lee emphasized 
that we could aid the Farah strikers by boycotting Farah 
label slacks and telling our friends and relatives to do the 
same. In the Bay Area, for example, picket lines have 
been organized at large department stores urging custom- 
ers not to buy Farali products. 

The. program continued with a film, “38 Families” 
which showed the struggle of farmworker families in the 
Salinas Valley of California, Originally, these families 
lived in grower-owned housing, but when they went on 
strike, they were evicted. The film showed the workers 
deterruination finally winning them temporary housing 
unti better housing could be found. 
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Pilipino Farmworkers 


A beautiful slide show was presented by Estella 
Habal, a member of Kalavwan, a Pilipino-American 
collective in San Francisco. The show focused on the 
Pilipino farmworkers who came as young people after 
World War [ to work 1a the fields of California. These 
men never married because anti-miscegenation laws in 
California outlawed marriage between third world men 
and white women. Therefore, these men now have no 
families to take care of them after their retirement. To 
fill this need, the AFWU has called for the construction 
of Agbayani Village, a retirement home named for a 
UFWU picket who died on the picket lines four years 
ago. Peopk from all over the country are coming to 
Delano, site of the first victorious strikes of the UFWU 
to help construct Agbay ani Village. 

The final speaker of the program was Malea Kiblan, 
representing the Third World Women’s Alliance, who 
gummed up the important lessons of the evening. 
Briefly, she made the following points: 

(1) Workers raust o:ganize to change their lives; 

(2) To achicve victory, the tasks are long and hard; 
and finally 

(3) Women are an integral part of working peoples’ 
struggles. 

The program communicated the importance of 
supporting Uese strugzies and the audience responded 
enthusiastically to appeals for help by signing various 
petitions for the UFWL and taking literature from the 
various groups represented in the evening’s program. 
Many people also signed up for a third world work 
brigade which Third World Women's Alhance sponsred for 
labor Day Weck-end. The Brigade, as a concrete 
expression of solidarity with the United Farm Workers, 
did construction work at Agbayani Village in Delano. 
Brothers and sisters znd teenagers were encouraged to 
celebrate Labor Day by volunteering their labor to the 
work of UFWU. 

Child Care during the progr2m made it possible for 
parénts of small children to attend the forum without 
worrying about their chidren. For third world sisters in 
particular, the program emphasized the importance of 
mobilizing women in workers’ struggles, and how vital 
wonren’s participation is for their success. 

Third World Women’s Alliance was assisted by 
Becky Carillo, Francisco Flores, Jo Fllen Rodriguez, 
Cassandra Lopez, Sandra Salazar and Juanita Jue with 
the translation of the program. Dozens of additional 
brothers and sisters helped with planning, publicity, 
ushering, child care, sound equipment, and the many 
other tasks connected with the event. This cooperative 
effort of so many people was an important factor in the 
success of the program, 
by TWWA Bay Arca Chapter 
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The following ntenaen Was dene in gn 
aret ol southern New Jeney uit ay heavily: 
Populated by nogtant Lien workers, The people 
who hanest the crops wie Hisdominantly third 
world workers © Mink. Chicane, and Paytio 
Ricans making ap the majority. During the 
season, which runs ftom) March througir Sept- 
ember, the workers line on the farms in dilapi- 
dated living quarters, often overcrowded, and 
without heat. 

The workers teevive on an average of $1.70 
Per hour for a seven-day week. There are no 
Overtime Fates so that if @ person works ten 
hours a day, he still els the same $1.70 per 
hour. 

Although the work is back-breaking, the 
Pay low and the living and health conditions 
below human standards, the Puerto Rican work: 
ets are forced to come to the mainland to work 
because there are just no jobs on the Island, 
Many of them voice the opinion that they would 
rather not conve here to work under these 
‘conditions, but they sve no athe eTnative. 

The workers are, by and kirge, men but the 
few women who do work on the farms in South 
Jersey have come with their husbands to werk as 
cooks for the “campamento™ (cump). However, 
sometimes even the women do work in the 
fields. Others are brought onte the farms by the 
crew chiefs to seme ss presttuies for tie male 
workers. But under whatever « iret anges the 
women come, the basic ccisou is the sume 
inability to make a fiving ba. home in another 
way. 

The pzopke who promt from this super 
exploited Labor and subhuman living conditions 
are the landlords who own te land and sell the 
harvested crops to large companies or on the 
Open market at prices far greater than it costs 
them in terms of Pay to the migrant workers 
who pick the crop. 

The following interview is with 2 Puerto 
Rican womsn who is eniployed as a cook at one 
of the campsmentes. 

TWWA: Why did you come to 
New Jersey from Puerto Rico and how Jong have 
you been hiere? 


WOMAN: The first time I came to New 
Jersey was about five years ago with my 
husband. Before that he used to come alone to 
work on the farms during the six-month season. 
In Puerto Rico. he could hot find a job that paid 
enough money for us to live. so he had to come 
here. Then | started to come wilt him each year. 


tenn tae 
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TWWA: When sou came with your hus- 
band, whag hind of work did youde? 

WOMAN: The dirst’ few years 1 came, | 
Mayed at the camp and took care of our child. 1 
Way dusky beevuse | was on a farm where the 
owaee didn't obyect to my husband bringing us 
with him forthe season. 

TWWA: What were your duties? 

WOMAN: Thad to do the shopping, cooking 
and serving of the food for nine workers plus my 
husband , my child, and myself, Then 1 would 
have to clean up by myself after the meals, 


TWWA: Is there @ union or any other form 
of benefits that are part of the job? 

WOMAN: No, there is no union, no medical 
benefits or anything else. The men don’t even 
gel more money per hour wien they work more 
than eight hours a day. 

The only thing we had was the $80.00 a 
week that my husband made and from that we 
had to pay for tood for the three of us. Before I 
became the cook, sometimes | would go out into 
the fields to pick the stups (oo, so that we could 
get some more money to live on. But it was iuard 
becuuse I have the baby. 


We'd come here ‘for six months, then go 
back to Puesto Rico to werk on the coffee and 
sugar crons forthe othe: six meaths of the year. 
Wher L started to work, it was as the cook. 


TWWA;: How many hours a day do you 
work and what are your wages? 

WOMAN: I work seven days a week from 
7:00 A.M. to prepare breakfast and then lunch, 
until the evening to make dinner. I don’t get any 
Wages. But the nine men pay $14 sach a week 
for food. From that money I buy the food and 
whatever is left over, should be mine. The 
problem is that very rarely is there much moncy 
left over if any. 


TWWA: Do you get any time off? 

WOMAN: No. There are no holidays. And 
during the day, | am busy Preparing the meals so 
that there isn’t much free time. Sometimes I'd 


have a little time to talk with one other woman — 


who was al the camp. 


TWWA: How were you treated by the other 
workers on the farm? 

WOMAN: Most of the pcople in the campa- 
mento were from our town in Puerto Rico so I 
was Ueated all right. Besides, | was with my 
husband and the men respected that. 

When women come atone to the campa- 
mentos, however. they have certain problems 
because the men, since they are lonely without 
their families and haven't anything to do at 
night except drink or gamble - sometimes they 
take advantage of the women, 


TWWA: What are the living conditions like 
at the cainp? 
WOMAN: There are varracks for the work- 


ers to live in. But iny husband and J have a small 
Separate room for us ty sleep in with our child. 
Part of tie barracks isa kitchen and dining area. 
The bathrooms are outside the bartacks. The 
cainp we come back to each year isn't as bud ay 
some T've seen where there's ne running water 
vad you have ty du your business in’ an 
outhouse, 
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TWWA: How was the boss? 
WOMAN: Me was all right, at least better 
than some of the others. He didn’t hit the 
workers or anything like that and he always let 
us come back each y car to work. 


This woman came here to make a living 
with her husband, but if we calculate the 
realities of her exploitation, we can say that it 
was slave labor that the boss/owner was getting 
from her. The farm owner doen't hae -to pay 
wages tO someone to prepare and serve that 
food. r 
Under the guise of letting the cook keep 
what is left over, we calculate thatit svirtually 
impossible to save any money for what she 
teceived. There are nine men giving her $14 each 
Per week. This money has to cover the expense 
of 21 meals a week which means that she has 
approximately 67 cents per person per meal. 

Aside from the fact that it is nearly 
impossible to provide People with an adequate 
diet when you ozily have 67 cents to spend, it is 
an even greater impossibility to make a living or 
to put some money aside when there’s nothing 
left. 5 
In actuality, this woman was working long 
aI hard hours 2s were the men, but she 
received even less...a room for three people to 
Sleep in, and sie itad the added honor of buying 
her own food. 


These farms in South Jersey are literally 
Plantations and are guarded like prisons, Guard: 
Patrol them to kecp out Strangers who might 
Make a stink if they found out what kind of 


conditions the workers faced. Several news 
Teporters have been chased away by the barrel of 
a shot gun and these farmn Owners have managed 
to keep State Health and Safety inspectors fram 
enteting the premises and the possibility of 
unionization is slim, 

On the other hand, some groups have heen 
formed in the South Jersey area to expose and 
Protest these subhuman Condilions, Thicy have 
been working with the Mierant warkers, helping 
0 provide transportation $o that children can 
allend school, and holding fap sessions and 
educational with the Mnrant workers who are 
begmning to resivt (he continual enslavement 
by the white mother country, 


Marjlyn Aguirre 
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Young Pioneers in Cuba ea! 


Los Venceremitos (Littie Winners) 
were welcomed hame at a party in 
Casa de Las Americas the evening of 
September 22. Los Venceremitos is 
the name given to a project which, 
over the past two summers, permits & 
small group of North American 
children between the ages of ten and 
fourteen to visit Cuba. Nine children 
and two adult guides from New Yetk 
and Philadelphia areas formed this 
year’s North American delegation. 
The children were the guests of the 
Pionercs, the youth organization of 
Cuba. During a three week Period 
Los Venceremitos joined with child- 
ren from around the world at the 
International children’s camp at 
Veradera Beach. At the camp they 
were involved in recreational and 
educational activities. During the 
fourth week of their stay in Cuba the 
children travelled throughout . the 
Island, visiting schools, museums, 
parks and historical sites of interest 
to children. 

The North American children 

were not selected on the basis of an 

ability to pay for the trip. Third 

World Women’s Alliance helped to 

Crganize the collective fund-raising 

activities necessary to make the pro- 

Ject a success. Hence, the September 

22nd party was both a welcome 

home event and a fund-raising activi- 
ty. 

The relatives, ‘friends and com- 
munity members who shared in the 
welcome home festivities showed a 
genuine interest in the experiences of 
Los Venceremitos and in the ac- 
complishments and on-going strug- 
gles of the Cuban People. The even- 
ing’s program included a description 
of the Internationul children’s camp 

and a narrated slide show by the 
adult guides, a raffe drawing and 
auction in connection with fund- 
Faising cfforts, refreshments, and 
lively discussions. Los Venceremitos 
Sang several songs which they learned 
in Cuba and they made the following 
Presentation: 


During the month of August we 
were lucky to go to Cuba to an 
intemational camp for children. 
There were nine of us on our North 
American delegation and we had two 
guides. It Was really something to be 
in Cuba with kids: from all over the 
world. Of course the camp and the 


~ children and the adults were very 


disciptined. For a group of North 
American kids it was different and 
we had to leam to adant to it. But it 
sure seems better then doing your 
own thing. We've all been hoping 
that we could have a Young Pioneers 
group in North America and then we 
could have discipline and fun at the 
same time, and also have P.E., what 


* we call Political Education. 


Before we got to Cuba we were 
worried about the language barrier. 
We worked on some Spanish phrases 
before we went, but we don't really 
speak any language except English. 
We had an advantage in having 
Hector on our delegation. He's 
Puerto Rican and so he could spcak 

anish and help us out in Mexico 
and in Cuba. Probably the biggest 
help to all the kids at the camp were 
the translators who worked with 
every group. 

If you ever look up Cuba in any 
encyclopedia or book in the US. it 
will say that Cuba is ruled by a 
dictatorship under Castro. But that is 
just not truc because in Cuba and in 
the other socialist countries that we 
Jeamed about at the camp, they are 
tuled by the people. In Cuba we saw 
the mass orgznizations of children, 
the Young Pioneers, and also those 
of adults like the Conunittees for the 
Defense of the Revolution. If Castro 
is a dictator then fet us ask you why 
tho masses and masses of People like 
0 come fron all over the provinces 
to sve him and heur him speak, One 
day when we were Ling to the camp 
from Havana airport we passed Vide. 
Mt wasn't a sow of Cadillacs or of 
Mercedes Benz, but it was Fidel in 
one of three xeeps. Aud Fidel sure 
dovsn't diess like a dictator like 
Batista did, 


Ot ee 
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We noticed that in some Parts of 
the country you could see under- 
development like poor housing. But 
you could sce in the children’s faces 
and in the faces of the adults too, 
they are, really proud of what they 
have accomplished over the years. 


All the children in Cuba have free 
schools and free lunches and free 
medics! care. Of course tle children 
and the adults alse work 4 lot to help 
make it possible for all of the people 
to have these things. 

In our sessions in te United 
States as well as in Cuba we. did 
something that we had never done 
before. We had Criticism/self- 
criticism sessions. We encountered 
new feelings and observed things 
about ourselves that we never had to 

- face before. We were also encouraged 
to criticize our guides and fell things 
that we would like to see changed. 
So we learned some Criticisms about 
Ourselves and we are trying to change 
those things. We also learned how 
the society we live in influences a lot 
of our ideas, 


We would love to live in acountry 


- bike Cuba. The People in Cuba care a 


lot about other People and they 
really care about children, They are 
not divided like People in the United 
States. It was a drag that we had to 
come back all the way through Spain 
and that we had to 80 through 
Mexico because of the U.S. blockade 
against Cuba. We hope someday the 
blockade will be Over. And we hope 
that one day our friends, brothers, 
and sisters can &9 and that all of you 
can encounter this experience. 
Venceremos! 


by Johneszia Cole 
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PABLO NERUDA 


Pablo Neruda, teganied as one of Latin 
America’s greatest pocts diva! of “heart collapse” 
at 69 years of age in Santlags, Chile in Septem: 
ther, There are conflicting reports about his 
death with some saying he died luring the 
fighting and others that he was held prisonet by 
the ruling junta before his death. It is also 
reported that four days before his death, he 
wrote a pocm denouncing the violent coup 
against President Salvador Allende and the Popu- 
far Unity Goverment. 

Nenida was bom Ricanlo Eliecer Neftali 

Yeyes y Basoalto in 1904 in the farming country, 
of Chile. When he published his lirst poem, he 
signed the name Pablo Neruda - tuking his name 
from a Czechoslovakian short-story writer, Jan 
Nerada. 
Neruda devoted his life and poetry to 
Chilean liberty. He served as the Chilean Ambas- 
sador to Spain in its pre-Francu days, and used 
his post to sive the lives of muny of the 
antifascist fighters during the Franco takeover 
in the *30s. He won election to the Chilean 
National Senate in 1944 as a Communist. (n 
1970 he was the Communist candidate for 
President, until withdrawing in favor of Allende. 
Until February of this year, he had served In the 
Popular Unity government. 

{n 1970 Pablo Neruda was the recipient of 
the Nobel Prize for Poctry. 

The following is one of Neruda’s poems, 
characteristic of his devotion to democracy and 
freedom from foreign domination. 


aks 


the J pareetled out the earth 
to Coca Cola, Inc., Anacunls, 
Ford Motors, snd other entities: eee te 
The Fruit Company, Ine. ieee % 
ceserved for itself the most succulent, 


rier ae 
who brought tthe (ness, 
and bid ss iy: 


unsheathed envy, at! 
the dictatorship of the Mies, 
Trujillo flies, Tacho flies, 


into the sugared chasms 

_of the harbors, wrapped 

for burial in the mist of the dawn: 
a body rolls, a thing 


- PABL 
M 


fos mas grande poetas de America Latina datinz 
murio de un “colapso del corazon” a La edad de 


def 1973, La causa de su muerte es confusa. 
reportes sobre esta son varios y diferentes, unos 
dicen que murio durante fa pelea y otros dicen 
estaba prisionero bajo la junta antes de 
morir. Tambien se ha reportado que 4 dias ante 
de su muerte escribio un pocma en el cual 
denuncia el yiolento golpe de estado contra el 
Presidente Salvador Allende y del gobierno 


Unidad Popular. El nombre Icgitima de Neruda 


La Iiterature Nerudista esta dodicada a la 


libertad Chilena. Neruda fue embajador a Espana 
en b era pre-Franco. Uso su posicion para salvar 
muchas de las vidas de los anti-fascistas en los 
°30s cuando Franco asumio cl poder. 

En cl 1944 gano Ja elecciones al senado en 
la voleta nacional chilena como comunista. Encl 
1970 fue vandidato a la presidencia del partido 
comunista pero * reliro -dandale cubids a 
Allende. Formo parte del govieno Unidad Popu- 
larhavtafebrero de este ano, bn el 1970 gano el 
premio Nobel por sus pocmas 

HI siguiente ¢s un procina de Nuerda, en el 
cual vemos las caracteristicas de su devocion ala 
demor ms ibe 
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bertad de duininaciyo extram ‘ 
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en sus barcos que deslizaroa 
como bandejas cl tcsoro 
de nuesieas licrras su . 


Mientras (anto, por fos abismos 
azucaradus de los puertas, 

WED cain indias scpultados 

en el vapor de fa manana: 

un cuerpo rucda, una cuss 

sin nombre, un numero caido, 
un racime de frula mucrta’.* 
derramada ca el p eras’. tes 


Until quite teveatly, black people in ts country 
have been denied thei history or even worse, have been 
subjected te history books and savtological and anthro- 
pologwal treatises Hilled wath distortions aad hes either 
by COMMMESION OF Omission, 

The post 10 years however, have seen a tevalt on 
the part of Afio- Americans against this cootinunig mest 
Indoctnnation, All across this nation, Ativan and 
Afro-Amencan studies progems have blaseemed and 
much fo! work has been done by black fastorians and 
other scholars in binging tu light our legitisnate past and 
profiting heroes and leaders with whom we can proudly 
identify. 

Unfortunately, in reiation to the black womun, the 
okd myths and distortions are all loo often still prevalent 
even anwng black scholars. Therefore, while we recog: 
nize that our primary fight at this stage of history must 
be against impenalisin and all ats manifestations, never: 
theless, out of unperialisat has grown racsin and male 
chauvinism - two extremely destructive forces which the 
black woman must contend with, 

While it is generally agreed that the black woman is 
expected to play several roles, what is quite distressing is 
the fact that whichever role we play, it Is assumed that it 
will be a role secondary to our males. In my opinion, & 
revolution « A struggle waged for liberation = cannot be 
won if a segment of that revolutionary populauion is sull 
enslaved under the guise of helping our mien attain their 
“Jost masculinity.” 

The backward ideas concerning the black woman 
that are so prevalent among certain black nationalists 
today are extremely divisive to the overall struggle for 
social justice in this country. Many black women are 
tumed otf because of the blatant chavvinist attitudes 
exhibited by their brothers and become frustrated and 
disillusioned with so-called revolutionary organizations. 


The only people who have ever bec free in this 
country are white men and black women. 


A matriarchal family structure cxists in the black 
community. - . 


Block women didn't hove it so bord under slavery 
end eftcrwards. 


A woman's role is to have babics for the revolution. 


These are but a few of the common misconceptions 
and distortions uf history that continue to plague the 
black woman and the black community at large. Part of 
the development which must be seen for black women, 
therefore, is a good understanding of their true history 
and the role that black women have pisyed throughout 
our history in this country. 

Since her arrival on these alicn shores, the black 
woman has been subjected to the worst kinds of 
exploitation and oppression. As 2 black she has had to 
endure all the horrors of slavery and living in a sacist 
society: as a worker, she has been the object of 
continual exploitation, occupying the iowest p'ace on 
the wage scale and restricted to the mest demeaning and 
uncreative jobs: as a woman she has seen her physical 
image cefamed and been the object of the white man’s 
uncontiolable lust and subjected to all the ideals of 
white womanhood as a model to wisich she should 
aspire: 33 a mother she has seen her children tom from 
her breast and sold into slavery, she has scen them left at 
home without attention while she attended to the white 
ruling class's children, Today she sces her children 
afflicted by dope addiction, the lack of a decent 
education and subjected to attacks by a racist society, 
legal lynchings, cannon fedder for Aimerika's inccnaiist 
wars of epgression, pupulating the prisons of this nation 
and on and on. And in her home she becomes the “siave 
of a slave.” By giving black men 2 false feeling of 
superiority in their home or in their relationships witit 
wonen, The oppression of women atts os an escape 
valve for capitalism. Men may be cruelly expluited and 
subjected to all sorts of delummaway, tactics on the part 
of the ruling class, tut at Icast they can take out their 
feelings oF frustration on someone cle - thei women, 


HISTORY OF KESISTANCE 


Jwo strains run through black history that we 
might mention here - accomadation and teutance.. 
While there have been blacks whe hove tied tu come fo 
terms with the capitalist system and bare strijygled te 
enter that system on ant equal hace with wiles, tho 
nayt thicad that runs through Ale Amencan history 
fas bee the tread of seustance. Ht in thas arene thal 
the inportant tale of the black woman can be wen. 


One of the greatest women, Pack of white, that 
ever ted, ab my epinten # dy Maret Tubonain Here was 
ao wentan, totally alternate whe net anly telised to 
accvamnlate hersell to the sy staat of Navery, but after 
she reached ‘Heedom’™ untae noeth, tosked capture and 
tecnuvcinent time aed Gare aga os she returned to 
the south to bring oul more and more tlives, The 
slavoctisy pula bounty ef $.40,00)) on het head but ia 
spite of this, Harriet never lost a passenger as she was 
fond of saying. 


HARRIET TUBMAN 


Hanict Tubman is the only woman to have ever 
plinned and carried gut a military camparyga behind 
enimy bres, Sie served as a nurse and scout during the 
Civil War using the guerrilla tactics that she had learned 
during her days as a conductor on the underground 
rultoad. And Harriet had sf respect as a woman, 100, 
When she was in her ninety’s and the struggle for the 
right of women to vote Was teaching pitched heights, she 
was asked whether she thought women should get the 
right to vote, she answered simply, “L think I've earned 
shat right.” 


During tevonstruction, blick women played an 
important role ia the Freedman’s Bureaus. Many black 
women came south during this period, as their sisters 
were to do 100 years later, to offer their services in the 
schools and other institutions which were being founded 
to assist the newly free slaves. 

One of the most famous women of this period was 
Frances Fllen Watkins Harper. She began her career as an 
antistavery speaker prior to the Civ War ard continued 
traveling throughout the South after the war. She had a 
keen insight into the problems of reconstruction. She 
wrote in one of her letters from the Sough: 

“Wade 1 am in favor of universal suffrage, yet I 
know that the Colored man needs sarncthing more than 
a vote in his hand;... A man landless, ignorant and puor 
may use the vole oguinst his interests; but with intelli- 
gence end fand he kolds in his hand the basis of power 
aid elenients of hi? 

Mes. Harper ‘w2s also concerned about the nglits of 
wonnn, but bke nes asters of iuday, she recognizes the 
priority of the race issu2. She sided with Frederick 
Douglass at the 1869 Mecting of the Equal Rights 
Association when they endorsed the 14th and 15th 
Amendments and the white feminists opposed it, since it 
did not give the vote to women a5 they had expected. 
Mrs, Harper stated on that occasion: “That when it was 
a question of race she let the lesser question of sex go. 
But the white women all go for sex, letting race occupy 
a minor position.” 

Yes, we have much to learn from a study of 
history. 

The second half of the 19th century was lo see the 
consolidation of the Northern industrialist class and its 
abandoninent of the Afro-Amencan. The tise of the 
KKK and the gradual re-enslavement of Blacks in the 
South was only accomplished by the collusion of the 
federal government. During this period, many people 
gue out against the terrorist tactics used against Blacks 
and Ida B, Wells Barnett became an international figure 
denouncing lynching and discrimination against our 
people. She became the editor of a newspaper in 
Memphis, Tennessee frem wher she relentlessly de- 
nounced cach and every new crime committed against 
the Black American, She was Uireatened by death snd 
there is a story told thet she weiked around Mempius 
with two guns strapped to her lips to protect herself. 
Her uewspaner offices were eventually destruyed by @ 
fire bomb and she devoted the rest of her life to 
lecturing, writing, and erganizing, She was very active in 
the Negro women's club movement and was a founding 
incinber of the NAACP but later vatharew from activity 
becuse she advucsted more militant race conscious 
leadersup. She was a constant critic of Negro leaders 
who accomedated thenzlves to any form of white 
racy. 

The list can go on and on to include such notables 
as Mary Church Terrell and Mary My Lord Bethune, 


OUR LABORERS 


Out history, however, docur't only contain those who 
vere furtunate tu reverve an cdicetion and became 
so 
Te nee a betion bbe fur tienes eos and then faites 
Blob sornen repo ant the faye nayority af donteytc 
voters an this camry even today, (has been 
cilumated thet over curt oof Biak women ate soll 
employed as domestics Up until World War 1 Blak 


waters, bat aha these rameleyy nations whe have tak: 


women were dented access to factories, but the outbreak 
af the wae and the need fora supplementary labor force 
to replace the men pone off te war change ths, and 
buck wonwn left domestic serve and farm pots in large 
qumbers, 

We have had jobs tn stean: Laundries and worked In 
various menol and tndesiable occupatians + sweepers. 
cleaners, rag-pickers, presses, in fruttt peeling and proces 
sing, Labeling, ete, The garment industry was one of the 
first where black women were anle to gain a foothold 
and even today, along with our Puerto Rican sisters, we 
make up the vast ntayority of workers in this industry. 

The decade of the 60's again witnesses the black 
wonun in the forefront of the struggle for human 
dignity in this country. Ella Beker was responsible for 
the founding of SNCC in 1969 and who can forget the 
courage of Kosa Parks when she refused to move to the 
back of the bus, setting off the Montgomery bus 
boycntt? 

Fannie Lou Hamer and Unita Blackwell are but two 
of the Mississippi women who braved attack and death 
In their fight to gain the right to vote. Hundreds of black 
women were involved in the civil rights movement and 
played an important role im raising the consciousness of 
the whole nation to the feudal conditions still existing in 
the South. 

Beulah Saunders, one of the leaders of the Welfare 
Rights Organization is yet another daughter of this long 
history. Aside from the demand for a better life, a life of 
dignity, she was an active spokeswoman against the 
Vietnamese War pointing out the contradiction between 
fighting to keep the Vietnamese oppressed when we 
were not free here at home. 

And today, this great tradition stu continues. You 
will find black women in the midst of all the on-going 
struggles against racism, repression and exploitation in 
this country. 

To be told to sit at home and have babies for the 
revolution and rot become involved in the political 
struggle may be 2n ideal theory for the white ruling 
class, but it hardly has a place in organizations and 
groups that are serious about bringing about an end to 
exploitation and cppression in this country. Not only 
are these ideas theoretically unsound, but they are in 
direct contradiction to the reality of the Black woman's 
tife, both histuncaily and at present. 

The search fur our truc history has also Ied us toa 
renewed interest in African History, but here again, 
many distortions continuc to go unchecked. Some of us 
hove Jooked at African history outside these black study 
courses that have sprung up on campuses across the 
nation. 

What we discover is that many African women have 
also been slaves to African men and many still are.We 
have Ieamed how wretched conditions for African 
women under colonialism were, but also how oppressive 
conditions were before the Euzopean ever arrived in 
Africa, We must not forget that there were slaves during 
those times and women had lost the power lo own land. 
Many African societies had men with many wives which 
they purchased for so many heads of cattle and they 
were treated no better than barnyard animals. The days 
of kings and queens presupposes commoners - pre- 
supposes a privileged class, We must never forget that it 
was this class of Africans that accomodated themselves 
te the slave trade and collaborated with the Europeans 
in sending us to these wretched shores. 

A QUESTION OF CLASS 

This raises the question of class struggle both in the 
Black community and in Africa. We have to look closely 
at the class hopes of many blacks, especially those who 
tun this great African drama, There is another dream 
here, not nationzlist this time, but capitalist. As long as 
this class of Negrocs kecps dreaming, we're not worried, 
but the dream of black nativihood has very oftea becn 
used in Aftica to exploit poor Africans. 

The position of poor Alcan women has not 
changed with Independence, but has even grown worse. 
They are driven to the cilies when they can no longer 
sustain themselves on the lind because the new leaders 
have placed the economy in the hands of foreign 
interests Who are not interested in feeding people but 
rather in growing products tor profit, for export on the 
wutid market. 

In the cities, the women become wiclints of all the 
hands of exploitation common to a vociely that puts 
ineney over people + prostituiion, malnutrition, exploita- 
tiey and saan, 

© Nadin Afro-American history alyy, we have to look 
Aeepee dnta various aypects ef our develuniment, Soin 
Whoke veho were able ty purchase the freedom even 
tually were able to carn meoncy and they could awn 
slaves of their own. In PRS0 theve were 3,777 negro slave 
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Vhe Middle Past onee again 
enpulied mnwar Onee aya the Arat 
people bawe to pay a heavy pace in 
isnalties and destrieben nm onder te 
delend them Saad and thea ripht of 
sdledetemmination whieh are mahen- 
able aphts that hase fen tony beso 
acorptad an the ttenational come 
munity, Bot aparn ant ayn Zaonists 
amd Western inp crusts tave sought 
to depave the Atab peaple tron 
evercisiyg Mhese tights. Israel and the 
Westem powers, notably the United 
States, have for over hall a century 
invaded the Atub lands, exploited 
the Arab) natural and human tee 
sources, cOnTIETEAL gets of Lerronnt 


against the Arab peoples. especially 


6 


the Palestinian people. snd trans 
formed the Arab lands into a haven 
of thiels, chieftains, explouters in 
order to make a market lor their 
products and profits, The bist of 
inhuman and murderous exploitative 
acts is endless, 

Vhe current’ war in the Middle 
East is a direct result of the agures 
sive policy of the militurist Zionists 
and Western imperialists. For over 
twenty-five years the Arab people 
have sought to liberate their lands, 
occupied by the Israeli aggressors, to 
no avail. The imprrialist and Zionist 
grind design of expansion and 
“pushing the Arabs int the desert” 
was and still as the mam moving 
force behind the “polities” of Israel. 
The current struggle is for the hbera- 
tion of the Palestinian peoples and 
for that of all Arab peoples. 

History tells us who the real ag- 
gresor in the current struggle is. The 
truth is bard to come by mm Amenks 
what with the onesided press cover- 
age and Amerikan Zionists every- 
where screaming hysterically, “Israel 
must live.” “Help Isract survive. 
The image one gets is that enly 
Iscaclis suffer and only Aris kill. 
Nothing could be further from the 
trath. Just luck at Ure way) the 
Israclis ate conducting the wor. [tis 
obviods that their is 
waging a war of genocide against 
Arab peoples. While the Arab armies 
are equipped only with defensive 
weapons, tie Israeli war machine has 
been launching murderous attacks on 
civilian populations. The indiscrimi- 
nate bombing of Damascus. Cairo. 
Alexandria and Port Said. and the 
use of napalm on civilian centers 
sadly brings back memories of the 
hideous war the U.S, government 
waged against the peoples of South- 
cast Asia. The Zionist cries of “anti- 
Semitism” are nothing but a thin veil 


by which they try to hide their acts 
of uggression, expansion, exploita- 
tion, racism and genocide. 


IMPERIALISM ARRIVES 


Genocide and racism ure nothing 
new to Third World prople. Around 
the time of World Warf. the whole 
Middle East was controlled by the 
Ottoman government of Turkey. Bri- 
tain and the other Curupesn powers 
were fighting sg.inst Turkey in the 
war so they could control the area 
Turkey dominated, Meanwhile there 
was grows Arab nationalism 
against the Turks. The Lritish con- 
vinced the Arabs to fight alongside 
them against the Oltomans, i ex- 
change for a promise of indepen- 
dence once the war was won. Butlin 
fact, the Brittle bad no intention of 
allowing self-government in the Mid- 
dle East. Ininediately following: the 
war and the defeat of the Turks, the 
Middle fast) was divided up inte 
colonies for bnyland and France - 
exactly like the rest of Aliiva and 
Southeast Asia. 

‘The Enplish knew, however, that 
nationalism was strony an the cola 
nial wold, and that the people 
would continuously stropyle to 
throw off the yoke of colomahsin, In 
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order to protect their domination 
over the Suez Canal and the Arab 
resources, the British seized the op- 
portunity to do exactly as they had 
done to protect their interests in 
South Africa - establish a European 
settler colony on lands stolen from 
the native peoples. And the colo- 
nists, in. gratitude, would forever 
look after Britain's interests. In 
March 1915, the British Viscount 
Samuel argued before the British 
cabinet for the establishment of a 
Jewish state in Palestine: 

The course which is advocated la 
Jewssh State] would win for England 
the gratitude of Jews throughout the 
world, . they would form a body of 
upinion whizse bias. ..would be Sar 
rorghle to the British Empire, 

Racism sycinst colored peoples 
helped justify the imperialistic theft 
of Arab land. When Theodor Herzl 
approached Chamberlain, the Colo- 
nial Secretary of Britain, to ect 
support for Zionism, Herzl was in- 
formed that “if he shoud show hima 
spot among the British possessions 
which was not yet inhabited by 
white settlers, then they could talk.” 
(From the Diaries of Theodor Herzl) 

In 1917, eight years after he is- 
sued the South African Act of 
Union, Balfour officially announced 
Britain's support of Zionism in a 
treacherous document which has 
come to be known as the Balfour 
Declaration. 


BLACK GOLD 


With the discovery of oil in the 
Middle East in the 1930's, it became 
even more important to the Western 
imperialists that the state of Israel 
becume a reality. The U.S, took over 
the role of chief supporter of Zion- 
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ism because, as the most advanced 
capitalist country, it understood best 
the need to control the world’s oil 


Teserves. 

However, the idea of resettlement 
in Palestine was not popular with the 
world Jewish population before 
World War Il. Up until this time. 
there was no significant immigration 
of Jews into Palestine. A turning 
point came with the Nazi persecu- 
tion of European Jews in the late 
1930's. The slaughtcr of 6 million 
Jews by the Nazis was cynically used 
by the imperialists, particularly the 
U.S., to again push for 2 Jewish 
homeland in the Middle East. In fact 
the U.S. government and tie Zionist 
leaders made use of the terrible 
plight of Jewish refugees (0 further 
their own aims. The U.S. government 
had an official pelicy of barring afiy 
substantial number of Jewish refu- 
gees from entering the U.S.A. The 
plan was to force these Jews to settle 
in Palestine to set up a garrison state 
for the U.S. oil monopolies. In spite 
of their efforts, by 1947, the Jewsin 
Palestine still owned only 6 % of the 
land. 


The Zionists “soon realized that 
they could never take control of 
Palestine through immigration and 
land purchase. Thus in the early 40's 
they mounted a campaign of terror 
against the Arab population of Pales- 
tine. Supplied with weapons from 
the West, the Zionist Irgun and the 
Stem Gang were able to carry out 
the most brutal terrorist acts against 
the Palestinians., They in turn were 
helpless to fight back since they had 
been completely disarmed by the 
British colonial authorities following 
an anti-imperislist uprising in 1935. 
The Zionist terror culininated in the 
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Isract expansionism, 1948-presant. 


massacre of Deir Yassin, in 1948, 
where an entire village of 254 inhabi- 
tants (men, women and children) was 
ambushed and slaughtered. 


PALESTINE BECOMES ISRAEL 


The violence in Palestine became 
an issue before the U.N. where the 
U.S. urged a partition of Paiestine 
into a Jewish and an Arab State, over 
the protests of every Arab govern- 
ment. The carving up of Palestine 
was accomplished at the U.N. on 
November 29, 1947 after U.S. offi- 
cials and businessmen bribed or 
blackmailed every government they 
could into voting [or partition 
(although all the Asian and African 
states feacepi South Africa] voted 
against it.) The injustice of the parti- 
tion can be seen in the fact that 
though Jews owned only 6% of the 
total land area of Palestine, the U.N. 
granted the Jewish state 54% of the 
total area. The British Mandate of 
Palestine was to end on May 15, 
1948 and the U.N. resolution would 
then go into effect. However, the 
Zionists continued their terrorist ag- 
gression against the Palestinian 
Arabs, while the British, the U.S. and 
the U.N. just sat back and watched. 
By May 15, when Israel declared its 
existance, it occupied, not 54%, bul 
80.48% of the total land area of 
Palestine. What happened to the 
Arabs who had lived for centuries on 
that land? They were pushed into 
the deserts of Jordan and the Sinai 
to live in wretched refugee camps. 
The majority remain to this day in 
these sub-human dwellings. 


LOOKING OUT FOR UNCLE SAM 


Why had the U.S. supported 
Israel? It is often pointed out that 
Isracl itself has no oil and is not a 
prime target for foreign investments 
in the Mideast. This is trac, But that 
is not Isracl's function as far as 
impcrialism is concerned. Isracl was 
created to be their watchdog over 
the billions of dollars they have 
invested in oil in the Arab countries. 
Ut is the military outpost from which 
the oil monopolists can stuike down 
the Arab revolution and) crush at 
tempts by the Arab people to bike 
back the oil which is nghtfully 
thems, 

Istacl'’s role as imperialiam’s 
watchdog was clearly illustrated: ir 
the war of 1956, In the summer of 
that year President Nasser al beyr' 
nationalized the Sucz Canal, seicing 
i from un Ando French compsny 
The French and British governments 
anxious to regain poptral of the 


On September 24. 192. the National 
People's Assembly of Guinea tissau, formerly a 
Portuguese colony, deelited their nation's mde: 
pendence, Then declanitien was made ins the 
historic town of Medinaale Boe, the fist iver 
to be captured and regained trom the Portuguese 
in the struggle for indepermdeace, 

y A year ago, popular elections were held 
throughout the country, after the African Party 
fir the Independence of Guinea and Cape Vente 
J Uslands (PAIGC) had pained contrat of two 
thirds of the country. EP was then that the 
120-member National People’s Assembly, which 
made the historic September 24th announce- 
Ment, was elected. They also chose a 1S-member 
Council of State, as Well as a lo-member Council 
of Commissioners. A nations! Constitution has 
been written by the Assembly and Dr. Luis 
Cabral has been elected the first President of the 
new nation. 

The September 24 declaration is the climax 
of a 10-year struggle for indepemlence led by 
PAIGC. Earlier this year, in a last desperate 
attempt fo avert the eapected announcement, 
Dr. Amilcar Cabral, was assassinated by Portu- 
guese agents. Dr. Cabral and 5 others formed 
PAIGC in 1956, at a time when he was one of 
four university graduates fram Guinea-Bissau, 
They stated then their fundamental objectives 
which were conquest of national independence, 
democratization and emancipation of the Afri- 
can population and the achievement of econo- 
mic progress. It was Cabral who, using his 
position as an agronomist to travel around the 
country, gained a broad knowledge of his 
people. 

In 1959, when the Portuguese massacred 
striking dockworkers in Bissau. Cabral realized 
that a new level of politics! action had been 
reached. It was now necessary to organize 
underground. ‘Cabral believed that “peasants 
would be the nainstay af ove stnuigeic. 
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canal and overthrow the narionglist 
regime that threatened their proper- 
ty, proposed that Israel invede the 
Sinai, scize the canal, and overthrow 
Nasser. France and Britain would 
then step in as the arbilcrs of the 
dispute and regain “their” property. 
In October of that year, Israel car- 
ricd out the invasion of the Sinai. 

The imperialist plot did not work 
because the U.S. opposed the plan, 
seeing it as a threat to its own plans 
for domination in the area. But the 
war of 1956 Ieft no doubt as to the 
role Israel would play in the Mideast. 
In 1967 Israel struck again, just at a 
time when revolutionary scntiment 
was on the rise in the Arab countries 
and when the government of Syria 
was moving Icftward, all of which 
meant trouble for the U.S. oil barons 
in the area. 

‘The history of the state of Isracl 
as a garrison created in the interests 
of imperialism makes it clear that 
this state is the enemy of not only 
the Arab masses, but the Jewish 
people too. The state, founded on 
the blood of the Palestinian people, 
cannot exist peacefully in the Middle 
Fast. The Jewish people, on the 
other hand, can co-exist with their 
Arab neighbors--but only on the 
basis of equality, not as oppressor 
and oppressed, as it stands today, 


ISRAEL'S MOTIVES 


It is clear that the wars in the 
Mideast are not waged for Isracl’s 
survival. It is not the Jews wito are 
being pushed into the sea, but the 
Arabs who are being pushed into the 
desert, Then why do Israeli leaders 
sacrilice the lives of their suldiers in 
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Between 1989 and 1963 the PAIGC 
widened the base of political education of the 
people of Guinea Bissau. creating a conscious- 
ness among the peasants. They realized that 3 
small group of leaders could do nothing towards 
achieving truce independence. Actual fighting 
against the Portuguese oppression began in 
1963. 

The first targets of the PAIGC campaign 
were two of the Portuguese canips in the South. 
They then concentrated on main government 
positions in the whole southern region. They 
mined roads and ambushed Portuguese troops. 
By the time of independence. approximately 
80% of the land was controlled by the liberation 
army, despite the presence of 25 - 30,000 
Pertuguese troops at a cost of $40 million per 
year. 

Cabral commanded 19.000 guerritts 
soldiers and the PAIGC received support from 
Senegal and .¢ Repable of Guinea. They were 
supplicd with Sovizt and Chinese arms, or what 
they took from captured enemy troops. Guer- 
rillas were traincd by Cuban advisors in the 
Republic of Guinea. 

While the armed struggle has been a pri- 
mary activity of PAIGC, in the liberated zones 
much has been done to improve the life of the 
people. The people's stores, working on the 
barter system, provide products. Cabral himself 
said, “*. . national liberation, wer on colonialism. 
building of peace and progzess - independence - 
all that will remain meaningless for the people 
unless it brings a real improvement in conditions 
of life. It is pointless to liberate a region if its 
population then remains without essential 
gous, 


In contrast to the Portuguese health ser- 
vices of one doctor per 100,0UU Africans, in the 
liberated zones of Guinea-Bissau there are four 
hospitals and over 120 dispensaries functioning 
with about 2 dozen mobile medical teams. A 
three-tiered system of courts hes been set up to 


(TNS) -As vice-president of the People’ 


Guinca-Bissau. 


gle, Pereira has held a wide ranye of posts 


supplies. 
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audiimister pstice in the liberated areas, indepen- 
dlent of PAIGE: and the armed forces. Village 
vourt decisions can be appealed toa sectoral 
court and there is also a nulitary court, 

Education has been a prime emphasis. New 
sets of textbooks and curriculum: guides have 
been developed. Teachers are being trained and 
seven times more children are now attending 
schools than under Portuguese administration. 
In the forefront of the literacy campaign are the 
women of Guinea Bissau. Prominent places, on 
both the national and regional levels, are held by 
women. As carly as 1905, it w.s a woman who 
made the first speech in the National language at 
the Federal congress. Lilica Boal is director of 
PAIGC’s highest school. Satu Djassi is a public 
health administrator. Carmen Pereira is the 
Political Commissar for the Cubacure sector. 

On the individual level, PAIGC has author- 
ized tribunals to grant divorces and insure that 
women are not forced to remain with husbands 
in a tribal society where polygamy has existed. 
Women are also being trained to use automatic 
weapons. Educational opportunities are pro- 
sided for women and of each village committee 
of 5 people. at Icast 2 are women. 

According to a U.N. special mission which 
visited Guinea Bissau in 1972, women in the 
liberated areas are asserting their political, edu- 
cational and social rights und “are playing an 
important role within PAIGC as militants and in 
the fields of security. justice, health. education 
and production.” Cabral’s wife, Ana Maria says 
“now there is nothing which stands in the 
way of women of our country to march toward 


- the liberation from all sorts of oppression.” 


“WOMAN LEADER If GUINEA-BI 


BOF, REPUBLIC OF GUINEA-BISSAU active members of the PAIGC. 


s 


National Assembly and member of the State 
* Council, Carmen Percita is the highest-ranking 
woman official’ of the new Republic of 


She is also one of the most experienced 
members of the Aftican Party for the 
Independence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape 
Verde (PAIGC), In her long record of strug: 


Her first aciivily was curing, the wound- 
ed fighters in the areas close to the Senepal 
border. At the same time she worked as 4 
seamstress and used her wages to buy medical 


Her three youns children are studying in 
ersee Them hevoges 


Several African countries, led by Senegal, 
Guinea (Conakry) and Nigeria have already 
recognized the new nation. It is expected that 
about 80 countries will recognize Guinea Bissau 
within the nxt few weeks. 

Pernice Davi 
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Asked about her main activities at pres- 
ent, she replicd, “With the creation of the 
People’s National Asseinbly we plan to reor- 
ganize the women’s movement. The Party had 
to dissolve the women's oganization at one 
point duc to a lack of wudres™. 

Women take part in all areas of activity 
of the party, she pointed out, There are 
women on the municipal and regional com- 
inittees; they are pobtical comimisyars; they 
work an health, education, agriculture and the 
people's militia, 

“As you have seen,” she told me, “there 
area lurve number of women who are 
member of the National Assembly, We are 
leaders, we work with the men and there is no 
inequality... 4 


or 


Black brother, Black ater, Ewant yy 
know that I love vou and | hope that some 


in your beatt you have love lor me, My nur 
Asuta Shakur (stave name JoAnne Cheam 
and tama tevolutionary, A Mack revohitior 
By that UE mean that Tama fell Nigga wl 
determined to be troy by any means nceew 
By that Emean that fan never be tree unter 
of my people are tree along with me. By tt 
fwan that U have declared war on all forces 
have raped our women, castrated our men 
Kept our babies empty bellied. 

U have deelared war on the rich - 
Prosper on our poverty, The Politicians whe 
to us with siniling faves and all the mind. 
beartless rubots who Protect them and t 
Property. i 

Tam a black revolutionary, and as suc 
am the victim of all the wrath, hatred 
slander that amerikkka is capable of. Like 
other revolutionaries, | have been hunted it 
dog, and like all other black revolutionar 
amerikkka is trying to lynch me. 

1 am a black revolutionary woman 
because of this | have been changed with - 
accused of every alleged crime in whict 
woman was believed to have Participated. > 
alleged: crimes in’ which only men were s 
Posedly involved, | have been accused of p! 
ning. They have plastered Pictures alleged to 
me in post offices, airports, hotels, polive ¢. 

subways, hanks, televisions _and Rewspap- 
They have offered over Fifty Thousand Dol. 
($50,000) in rewards for my capture and tl 
i issucd orders to shoot on sight and shoot 
kill. 

tam a black revolutionary and. by def. 
tion, that makes me part of the Black Liberat, 
Army. The pigs have used their newspapers 3 
TV's to paint the Black Liberation Army 
vicious, brutal, mad dog criminals. They hi 
called us gangsters and fun molls and h: 
compared us to such characters as John dilleny 
and ma barker. It shoukl be clear. it must 
clear to anyone who can think, sce or hear. 1 
we are the victims. The victims and not t 
ctiminals. 


THE REAL OUTLAWS 


It should also beckarto us by now who th 
real criminals are. Nixon and his crime partne 
have murdered hundreds of thousands of thir 
world brothers and sisters in Victnam. Car 
bodia, Laos, Mozambique. Angola and Sou 
Africa. As was proven by the Watergate, the tc 
law enforcement officials in this country are 
lying bunch of criminals. The president, tu 
attorney generals. the head of the FBI, the he: 
of the CIA. and half the white house staff hav 
been implicated in the Watergate crimes. 

They call us murderers, but we did m 
murder over 250 unarmed black men, wome 
and children, and wound thousands of others . 
the riots they provoked during the sixties. T] 
tulers of this country have always considere 
their property more important than our live 
They call us murderers, but we were nm 
Fesponsible for the more than 6,000 blac 
People lynched by white racists. They calls 
murderers, but we were not responsible for tt 


28 brother inmates and the 9 hostages murdere 
at Altica. They call us murderers, but we did nc 


murder and wound over 30 unarmed blac 
students in the Orangeburg Massacre. We did nc 
shoot down and musder unarmed black studen’ 
at Jackson State or Souther State either. 
They call us murderers, but we did nc 
murder Martin Luther King, Emmit Till, Medgc 
Evers, Malcolm X.-George Jackson, Nat Tume 
James Chaney and countless other black fres 
dom fighters. We did not bomb four black litt! 
girls in a Sunday School. We did not murder, b 
shooting in the bacR. 16-year old Rita Lloy« 
II-year old Rickie Bodden, or 10-year ol 
Clifford Glover. 
They call us murderers, but we do nc 
197m! or enforce a system of racism an 


Publ ize the many caves of women 
Thad World and poor whites © whe have 
woder one uF nme of the following crcunstunves 

V. They ate bemp stented “lor their owe 
wewty's poral” be. “mentally incompetent ty hay 
children.” 

2. They were never told the nature of of the reason 
for an operation that resulted in sterttization, 

3, They are threatened with the hoe of welfare 
assistance for themes of ther families if they don't 
agree to the sterilization, 

4. Doctors diagnow gynecological problems with 
the outcome being stetilvation as the only cure + or 
doctors let pynproblems develop to the point where 
Merilization scems the only remedy for relief of discon. 
fort for the woman, 


Many peuple have been led to believe that these 
inhumane practices of forced ‘sterilizations are taking 


* place in the south or west coast of the United States 


alone, This couldn't he further from the truth because 
there are 23 states in the U.S. that have compulsory 
sterilization laws for those who are “mentally ill or 
defective, criminals (certain categories), of epileptic.” 
And these states ane in all regions of the U.S. So we can 
eliminate the charge of paranoia from the conclusions 
Third World people have reached about genocidal 
Practices, for we know that our people have been 
categorized intu one of the above arcas all tuo often, 

Although New York does not have compulsory 
aterilization laws officially un the books, it is not 
without cases of women being sterilized under question- 
able circumstances. Recently the Third World Women's 
Alliance had the opportunity to interview three women 
who were sterilized (under questionable circumstances) 
tight here in New York City at a prominent medical 
center, 

While the “comnwn denominator” of sterilization 
is poor white and Third World Women, the sources of 
funds for performing these operations are many - the 
severmment, by medicaid monies and research grants, 
and private foundatiuns, ¢.g. Ford Foundation, Rocke- 
feller Foundation, Planned Parenthood, etc., etc, But 
this topic of funding will be discussed at greater length 
in a later article. 

The three women we recently interviewed are from 
the Dominican Republic, living here in New York City 
and receiving pudlic assistance either in the form of 
welfare or medicaid. Further, they all live on the Lower 
Eastside and are derendani on Gouvenor Hospital and 
Beth Isracl Hospital for medical services, Gouvenor 
Hospital, located on the Lower Eastside, is all too 
well-kzown for its lack of services and facilities that 
necessitates their sending surgical and obstetric Cases oul 
of the community for treatment and to the Beth Israel 
Medical Center. 

“La operacion” or “the operation,” as the women 
we interviewed referred tw the sterilization Procedure 
can be done by either a tubal ligation (tying the 
fallopian tubes) or a hysterectomy (either partial or 
complete removal of the female's reproductive organs). 

The first woman, who is Presently 44 years old, was 
bom in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and has 
been living here for cight years with her husband and 
seven children who are from eleven to (wenty-two years 
Of age. All of her children werc born in Santo Domingo. 
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\wumsn: “La operscion” was done in September of 
1971 at Ret tyrael Hospital. F was V0 years old at the 
time, 


TWWA: What was your health condition before you 
had “the operation?" 

Wonwn: tiv 1970 [was in the hospital fora problem 
1 was having with an ulcer, Shortly after 1 was 
discharged, F started having vaginal bleeding, The doctor 
that was treating me for my ulcer thought that [ was 
having a problein with my kidneys, su he referred me to 
a kidney speviatist. 


TWWA: Were these private doctors that you were 
guing tu? 
Woman: Yes. Medicaid benefits covered the ex- 


penses of the visits and treatments, . 


TWWA:Ilow long were you being treated for the kidney 
problem and what was the outcome? 
Woman: 1 was going to the ductor for one year and 
in that time had many tests done. They couldn't find 
anything wrong with the kidney and then they thought 
that it might be a problem with the liver, In the 
meantime, | was still bleeding very badly and started to 
have abdominal pain. So I tried some other ductors and 
when all of the tests they performed showed nothing 
was wrong, they said the bleeding was probably due to 
the “change of life.” iets 
n't until July of 1971 that by chance, after they 
ey cystoscopy(1) did they find out that the real 
problem was in my womb (uterus), so they did a 
scraping (D&C){2) 


TWWA:Did the doctors tell you what was wrong with 
the uterus and what had caused the bleeding? 


Woman: No. They only told me that there was 
something wrong that was causing the bleeding, but they 
didn’t know what had caused it originally. 


TWWA: What was the outcome of the scraping 
(D&C)? 
Woman: I got worse. The bleeding was heavier, the 


pain ‘in the abdomen worse, and I started to have high 
fevers. | could hardly get out of bed. 

The doctor who did the scraping felt that the only 
way to stop this problem was to do “l2 cperacion” and 
remove the womb (uterus). 


TWWA: Did he try to treat the problem with 
medicine? 
Woman: No, because they told me nothing would 
help except “the operation”. And by this time I couldn't 
take much more. I was weak because of all the bleeding 
and was so sick with pain that I told them to do “the 
operation”. 

I would never have had “the operation” done if 
there could have been another way. 
TWWA: Was your husband in agreement? 
Woman: Well, he saw how very sick | was and how 
much | had been suffering. So he felt if that was the 
only cure the doctors saw, then I would have to have the 
operation, 


TWWA: If you hadn't been sterilized, would you 
have liked to have more children? 


Woman: Yes! I love children and definitely wanted 
‘another. I only agreed to have the operation because it 
was the only thing that could be done, 

; .TWWA: What was “the operation” and Tecovery 
like? P 
Woman: After the operation I was in the hospital 


for 18 days and had a lot of pain as well as a fever. The 
doctor said it was to be expected. When I came home | 
was very weak for a long time. : 


TWWA: What are your impressions and feeling 
about your experience and the stenlization? 
Woman: I can only say that | know doctors and 
hospitals just want to keep making ynoncy by having 
people come back again and again ond never really 
finding out what's wrong with then, I think that if they 
would have given me geod medical care at the beginning 
of the year when I started bleeding, they could have 
found out what was wrong instead of letting me get sick 
fo the point where [needed “the operation.” 

Vo also think that women dhould fever agree to 
having “the operation” but should first make sure that 
they're treated right befure It reaches that point, 


STERRIZATION 


DOMINICAN WOMEN IN NLY.C. 
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This woman's partial hysterectomy (but permanent 
sterilization) was obviously the result of poor medical 
examination and lack of concemon the phy'sician’s part. 
It's something that we've seen occurring too often on 
the part of the medical world when it comes to treating 
Latin and Black people. After medical neglect has 
compounded a condition which is unbearable for the 
patient, the remedy as the medical profession sees it is 
Clear-sterilization! 

If this woman would not have been Latin, the 
mother of seven and on public assistance we could be 
sure that the cure for the medical neglect would not 
have been the final and irreversible sterilization, But we 
can also conclude tha: ther would not have been a case 
of medical neglect in ue first place. 


VAGINAL BLEEDING 

Curioudy enough, the second woman we inter- 
viewed who had been sterilized is the younger sister of 
the first woman. This sccond woman, 41 years old, was 
also bom in Santo Domingo and has been living in New 
York City for 12 years with her four children ang until 
recently with her husband. This family, living on the 
Lower Eastside of Manhattan, receives welfare. Her 
children run in age from 12 to 20 years of age. 


TWWA: When and where wes the stcrilization 
operation done and what were the conditions under 
which you had it done? 


Woman: I was operated on in April of 1973 at Beth 


Israel Hospital. : 

This past year I started to bleed vaginally and went 
to several hospitals to see what the problem was. I first 
went to NENA(3) but they said they couldn't find 
anything that caused the bleeding. Then J went to 
Bellevue and Beth Israel and they told me the same as 
NENA. The only thing that they did at Beth Isracl was 
do two scrapings (D&C) during the same ycar, After the 
first scraping | bled for another two or tice months. 
They never told me why I was bleeding or why I should 
get the scraping. After the second scraping and when 
nothing had changed, | went to my sister's doctor who 
had done her “operation.” 

After he examined me he told me that my uterus 
was attached, 


TWWA: = Did the ~— doctor tell you what it meant 
to have an “attached uterus”? 


Woman: No, only that in order ty stop the bleeding 
* that | would have to have “the operation”. So F eyreed 
to it because | was so weak from the bleeding that [had 
collapsed a few times and bruised rysell {rin the fall, 


TWWA: Did you want more children? 


Woman: No, but J wish that they wouldn't have done 
the operation because after it I felt very sick and weak 
and of flines F still du, 
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TWWA: Did your husband agree to the operation? 
Woman: Well yes, because he saw how sick I was. 
But he's not here anymore. The day | was entered in the 
hospital for the operation, he left the house. I'm not 
sure why; he’s been having many problems too. 

Again we sce a Third World woman who because of 


medical neglect or indifference during the early part of 
her disorder had to undergo a hysterectomy that might 
have been avoided. In addition to the severe physical 
discomfort. she had to endure, we might make a 
connection with her husband leaving the home ata time 
that was so difficult for her. 

We know that many tumes women no longer sec 
themselves as wore: after they've been sterilized and 
feel like “half a wonian™ once their reproductive organs 
have been removed, or altered in such a way as to make 
her unable to bear children. As for men they too believe 
this myth and rather whan stay in a situauion with a 
womar. they believe isn’t a “complete woman” anymore, 
they often times leave. So that in many cases not only is 
a sterilized woman’s right to have children taken away 
from her, but the very fiber of her family life and 
self-image is destroyed. 


“TUMORS OR CANCER” 
The third woman we spoke with has been living in 


New York for 5 years with her husband and five children 
on the Lower Eastside, She’s presently forty years old, 


_ but was sterilized when she was thirty-eight. 


TWWA:. What conditions led to your being steril- 
ied? 

Wornan: About a year before “the operation” 1 
began heaving pains in the vaginal area. The doctors I 
went to told me that I had/a vagina! inflammation.yct 
they never did anything to make it better, When I went 
to Gouvenor Hospital to sce if they could help me, f was 
scen hy a Specialist. He said that my womb (uterus) was 
collapsed and that I should have “the operation” 
otherwise I could “get tumors or cancer" of the uterus If 
I didn't, And he told me that the condition that | was in 
at the me, that | was only half a woman anyway. 


TWWA: Did you want to be sterilized? 
Woman: No, f didn't want the operation because I 


* wanted another child and hoped for another little girl. t 


told the doctor | wanted just one more child, but he said 
that it was foolish - “How do you know the next one 
will be a pirl?”” ty what fe tuld me, 

So from Guuvenor | was sent to Beth Isracl to have 
the operation done. 


TWWA:. — What made you apree to it? 

Woman: The doctor. with the help of a nurse who 
spoke Spanish becauw he didn't, explained that if 1 
didn't have it done | would get cancer, 


TWWA: Did he explain what he was going to 
remove? 

Woman: No. He didn’t speak Spanish and I'm still 
not sure what he did. Dut suspect that he must have 
removed the womb and ovaries, because 1 haven't had 
my period since then, Hut he did suy that what he was 
going to du would not hart me. 


TWWA: What was your hushand’s reaction? 
Woman: He wasn't happy about it and told me to 
investigate It fully before | agreed to It. 


TWWA: What are your feelings about your exper- 
ence? 

Woman: After I had the operation | was very 
unhappy and [ didn't feel good at all, but it passed. I just 
wish I could have had another child. 


A collapsed uterus is more often than not treated 
by methods other than a final and permanent hysterec- 
tomy, especially when a woman is 2s young as this one, 
and expresses the desire to have another child. Again the 
fact that she is Latin, poor, and the mother of five, 
evidently weighed heavily in the eyes of the medical 
profession in choosing sterilization as the cure for her 
ills. 

These are just three women who have had a similar 
experience with the health care system in terms of 
neglect and outcome - sterilization. They live in the same 
community, they are poor, they have large families by 
bourgeois standards, they are Third World, and they are 
all dependent on the same medical care system which 
deals with them in the same way. 

We are sure that there are many more women like 
the three we've interviewed not only in the same 
community but in other Third World and poor com- 
munities in this country. Perhaps the circumstances 
under which they were sterilized might differ but we can 
be sure that they are all variations of the same theme - 
population control for the poor and Third World, and 
taking the choice out of their hands. For these reasons 
the Third World Women’s Alliance sees the need and the 
priority of a Third World women's organization to come 
to the forefront and organize a mass campaign in this 
country to expose the medical and legal atrocities which 
are being used apainst our women in an effort to control 
and eliminate the birth rate of the poor in this country. 
For i. is easier to blame the social ills of this country on 
the over- population of a segment of its inhabitants than * 
it is to deal with the real economic and social problems 
that a capitalistic society creates. 

Thereforé, we are asking any sisters who are 
interested in and concerned with working in the medical 
or legal aspects of a sterilization project; or know of 
cases of women who have been sterilized, to join us in 
this project to expose snd change the circumstances of a 
situation which is pertinent to us. If you have any ideas 
or wish to work with us on the project please contact: 
Marilyn Aguirre 
Third World Women’s Alliance 
26 West 20th Street 
New York, New York 10011 


We are not saying that we should abolish steriliza- 
tion, but we are saying that it should be the woman's 
choice - and not the result of a woman's [car of reprisal, 
or medical neglect that leaves a woman no other 
recourse, or someone else’s decision that sterilization is 
what’s best for her or being sterilized without her 
knowledge or consent. Only by sisters joining together 
to assure that sterilization is the woman's choice, and 
not an imposition, will we eliminate the genocidal results 


(1) A cystoscopy is a procedure by which an instrurnent 

(a cystascopc) for examining the inside of the bladder is 

inserted through the urethra (the tube leading the unne 

from the bladder), The instrument has a light at the tip, 

eae xrays to be done for better study of the 
er. 


(2) D&C: Dilation and Curetage is the procedure by 


. which the uterus is expanded and a spoon-shaped 
. instrument, a curct, is used to scrape out the contents of 


the ulerus, 


(3) NENA - Is a community health service on the Lower 
Bastside. 


by: Marilyn Aguirre 
Anneris Goris 


“TO MYP 


Black brothers, thack siters Eacant you to 
know that love you snd bhepe tht son where 
in. your heart you tase fiwe tore. My name ts 
Assita Shabur (slave mami Je Atta Oh eth, 
and Pama tevolsnonary Vb Osha 
By that Pomean that boas a tend sega weno as 
determined to be tree by tly nigatis Neecraty 
By that Pmean that can never te fag antes all 
of my poeple ate tres along with te By tbat t 
mean that E have declared war on att forges that 
have raped our women, caxthted eur men sad 
kept our babies empty beried 

Pohave deelred wat en the neh who 
Prosper On oer poverty. The politicians who hie 
te ous with smiling faces and all the mindless. 
heartless robots who protect them and thet 
property. 

Pam a black revatubonary. arat us sah, b 
am the sietim of all the wrath. hatred and 
Mander that aincokkka i capoble er Like all 
other revolutionaries, | have been hunted hse a 
dog. and like all other Wlack revolutionaries, 
amerikkka is trying to lynch me 

Toam a blak revolutionary woman and 
becauw of this TP have been charged with and 
accused of every alleged crime an which a 
woman was believed tu have participated, The 
alleged crimes in which only men were sup. 
posedly involved. | have been accused of plune 
ning. They have plastered pictures alivged to be 
me in post offices, airports, hotels, police cars, 
subways, banks. televisions und newspupers. 
They have offered over Fitty Theusind Dotars 
($80,000; in rewards for my capture and tiey 
have issucd orders to shoot on sight and shoo: fo 
kill. 

fam a black revolutionary and. bv desiak 
tion, that makes me part of the Blak Liberation 
Army. The pigs hive used their newspapers ond 
TV's to paint the Black Libergron Arnis a5 
vicious, brutal, read dog crmingis The 
called us earysters od yin ‘ 
Compared Us et sole ist lors as 
and ma esther Ht stoult be oh 
clear to azvere who can unk, see os Lear, trat 
we are te victims. The vietans and not the 
etiminals. 


THE REAL OUTLAWS 


It should sho beckarto ue by now who the 
real criminals are. Nixon and lus crime purinere 
have murdered hundreds of thousurds of third 
world brothers iad seters in: Vaccnain, Cain- 
bodia. Lios. Mozumbique, Angols and Seath 
Africa. As was proven hy the Watergute. the top 
law enforcement officials uv this country are a 
lying bunch of c@minsis The provident. two 
attorney generals, the head of the EBL, the head 
of the CIA, and half the white house staff have 
been implicated in the Watergate comes 

They call us murderers, but we did not 
murder over 2$0 unarmed black men, women 
and children, and wound thousands of other in 
the riots they provoked during the sixties The 
rulers of this country have always conswered 
their property more iinportant thea our hyves. 
They call us murderers. but we were not 
responsible for the more than 6.000 black 
people lynched by white racists, They call us 
murderers. but we were nol responsible for the 


28 brother mrnates and the 9 hostarcs inurdered 
at Attica, They cail us murderers. but we did pot 


murder ard wound over 30 unannel black 
students in the Orengebure Mascacre. We did not 
shoot down and murder unarmed black students 
at Jackson State or Souther State cither. 

They call us murderers, but we did not 
murder Martin Luther King. Emmit fill. Medger 
Evers, Malcolin X.-George Jackson, Nal Tumer, 
James Chaney and countless other black tree. 
dom fighters. We did not bomb four black little 
girls in a Sunday School. We did not murder, by 
shooting in the back, I6-year old Rita Lloyd, 
Il-year old Rickie Bodden, of 10-year old 
Clifford Glover. 

They call us murderers, bul we do nat 


Vv we"! or enforce a system of racism and 


er ee eee es betel 
were we vr ™ ae wr tik atllahh nalael ote rary ee 


appression that systematically murders bhick 
aint think work! people. Although blick people 
supposcdly comprise about IS per cent of the 
total amenkhkan population, at least 00 per 
cent of mutdet viching are black. For every pig 
that 1s killed in the so catted line of duty, there 
ure at feast $0 black peopte murdered by police, 

Rlick hfe expectancy is much lower 
than white und they do thett best to kill us 
before we are born, We are buined alive in 
firetrup tenements. Our brothers and sisters O.D, 
daily fom hervin and methuone, Our babies 
dhe from lead posoning Millions of black people 
have died as a tesult of indecent medical care. 
This is murder. But they have the gall to call us 


murderers. tie 

They call us kidnappers, yet Brother Clark 
Squire (Who is accused along with me of 
muniering a New Jersey state trooper) was 


SiR Aia Tad ba ance ieee 


kidrapped on April 2, 1969, from our black 
vormunity and held on $100,000 ransom in the 
New York Panther 21 conspiracy case. He was 
acquitted on May 13, 1971 along with all the 
others of all 156 counts of conspiracy by a jury 
that took less than 2 hours to deliberate. 
Brother Squire was innocent. Yet he was kid- 
rapped from his community and family. Over 
'wo years of his life were stolen, but they call us 
kid::appers. But we did not kidnap the thou- 
sands of brothers and sisters held captive in 
amenkkka's concentration camps. Ninety per 
cent of the prison population in this country are 
‘ack and thitd world people who can afford 
acither bail nor lawyers. 4 
They call us thieves and bandits. They say 
we steal. Bul it was not us who stole millions of 
black people from the continent of Africa. We 
were robbed of our language, of our Gods, of 
our culture, of Gur human dignity, of our labor 
and of our lives. They call us thieves yet it is not 
us who tip off billions of dollurs cvery year 
Uicuph tax evasions, illegal price fixing, em- 
tevrelinent, corumer fraud, bribes, kickbacks 
and swindles. They call us bandits, yet every 
me incat black people pick up our paychecks 
we are being robbed. Every time we walk into a 
Store in our neighborhood we are being, held up. 


And every time we pay our rent the lundlord 
sticks a gun into our ribs. 


THEY ARE THE CRIMINALS 


They call us thieves, but we did not rob 
and murder millions of Indians by ripping off 
their hometsnd, then call ourselves pioneers. 
They coll us bondits, but it is not us who are 
robbing Alia, Asia and Latin America of their 
natural sesourcey and freedom while Ihe people 
are ich and Starving, The rulers of this country 


voc 


Ce os 


and their tlinkies have committed some of the 
most brutal, vicious crimes in history. They are 
the bandits. They are the munters. And they 
shoul! be treated as such. These maniacs are not 
fit to judge me, Clark Squire, of any other black 
person on trial in amerikkka. Black people 
should, and, inevitably must, determine our 
destinies. 

Every revolution in history has been ac- 
complished by actions, although words are 
necessary. We must create shields that protect us 
and spears that penetrate our enemies. Black 
people must leam how to struggle by struggling. 
We must learn much by our mistakes. 

1 want to apologize to you, my black 
brothers and sisters, for being on the New Jersey 
Tumpike. 1 should have known beticr. The 
Tumpike is a check point where black people 
are stopped, searched, harassed, and assaulted.” 


Revolutionaries must never be in too much ofa 
hurry or make careless decisions. He who runs 
when the sun is sleeping will stumble many 


times. . 
- Every time a black treedom fighter is 


murdered, or captured, the pigs try to create the 
impression that they have squashed the move- 
ment, destroyed our forces and put down the 
black revolution. The pigs also try to create the 
impression that 5 or 10 guerrillas are responsible 
for every revolutionary action carried out in 
amerikkka. That is absurd. Black revolutionaries 
do not drop from the moon. We are created by 
our environment, shaped by our oppression. 

We are being manufactured in droves in 
ghetto streets; places like Attica, San Quentin, 
Bedford Hills, Leavenworth and Sing Sing. They 
are turing out thousands of us. Many jobless 
black veterans and welfare mothers arc joining 
our ranks. Brothers and sisters from all walks of 
life who are tired of suffering passively make up 
the Black Liberation Army. 

There is and always will be, until every 
black man; woman and child is free, a Black 
Liberation Army. The main function of the 
Black Liberation Army at this time is to create 
good examples to strugyle for biack freedom and 
to prepare for the future. We must defend 
ourselves and It no one disrespect us. We must 
gain our liberation by any means necessary. 

{tis our duty to fight for our freedom. 

It is our duly to win. 

We must love each other and support each 
other. 

WE IHIAVE NOTHING TO LOSE BUT 
OUR CHAINS. 

We munt fight on!!! 


JoAnne Chesimard 


i 


ieee Rainn en. 


SAN QUE 


A few weeks after George Jackson eas 
thot down by puands at San Quentin 
Prison, six Blick and brown prisencrs were 
bodicted for the deaths of two innutes and 
three guards, The posners, now known as 
the San Quentin Sia, are’ Pleet) Damige 
(formerly one of the Svtedad Brother), 
Johnny Spawn, Hugo Pnetl, Wilke Tate, 

{Luiz Talamantez, ad Daved Johnson, No 
one, as of this writing, has been indicted 
fo the nuider of Goong Jackeon; and it 
will be a bong time, if ever, before anyone 
finds out what teally happened in the 
adjustment center of San Quentin on Av- 
pest 21, 1971, 


“Novelist James Baldwin said at the time 
that “No black person will ever believe that 
George Jackson died the way they tell us 
he did.” 

Yet the San Quentin Six are charged 
with five counts of murder, conspiracy to 
attempt escape, conspiracy to possess a 
firearm, and conspiracy to kidnap corres: 
tional officers. Additionally, some are 
charged with asssull and attempted murder 
of prison guards, 

The brothers were indicted by a bare 
minimum vote cf the Marin County Grand 
Jury. In an unprecedented move, one grand 
juror tesigned in protest over the indict 
ments, assailing “the inequitics and injus- 


NTIN SOC Stand Trial Again 


fwes of the secret mda ting process” Two 
other pond jurors aba walked out on the 
session, one decline that) “what this 
Grand Jury doev rv net Justice but venge- 
ance,” 

Salk, the San Quentin Si. will sown 
Mand tral without counsel of theit choice 
tor the allcced nundter of the thice prison 
Stas and two couvets whe died along 
with George Jackson on August 31, 1971, 

The Six have chasen skilled, experienced 


“Layers capable of mounting the type of 


defense that has acquitted the Soledad 
Urothers and freed Angela Davis, But ina 
cael pewerston of the Constitutional guar 
antee of counsel, the triad court has déib- 
erately appointed counsel whoin these de- 
fendants neither want nor trust, In fact, 
the appointed attorneys themselves want 
No part of this case, «pk 
After more than one year of “stay of 
Proceedings” the brothers have again re- 
tumed to pre-trial hearings. At the hearing 
held carly in June the six brothers were 
tossed out of court for supposedly being 
“obstreperous and boisterous”, They were 
ordered into a holding cell aficr they 
protested when a guard took a pen away 
from defendant Hugo Pinnell, When the 
aftemoon session of their pretrial hearing 
began, Marin Public Defender Frank Cox, 
sad that one of the brothers, David 


Johoson, eaverped tram the cell badly 
bred. The hind World Women's Ab 
hance in the Kay Area hay been in touch 
with the buather and others of the Sun 
Quentin Six, Mother Johnson wrote; 

Mal the guint remains unbroken by all 
thet has eccurred tout Lwas the victim of 
an attack art trek a few hiomps, bruises, 
and wersiches, but have mcovered from 
them. Thar method will never be successful 
ot Arceking us, it only serves to strengthen 
us for the hardships to come. 


In previous communications Brother 
Johnson has shown firm solidarity with 
Thitd World women in the long struggle 
ahead. He wrote. 

The calamities end misfortunes of thar 
prison experience has been the true test of 
rv perseverence, | wil concede nuthing to 
@ structure which hes oppressed humanity 
ance if come into existenee nor will 1 
bevome @ port of that structure. Your work 
has @ bearing on the course of striggle 
since the pulitical framework must be 
concrete before we can seriously think of 
overcoming und prevailing against Fascism, 
Women will play @ major role in struggle; 
to think otherwise is absurd and nonswen- 
sical. The jinctivnality and dynamics of 
Fascism must be studied end a thorough 
@uly'sis*made so that we can build @ united 


front, We must come to the rulization that 
if we do not build 4 united front and see 
the aterrelatedness of our struggle, that 
by doing 40 we allow this morcburud system 
to evot that mich longer, (tis not my 
oiiention to see future postenty hve in 
dedused conditions subjected to ricign, 
exploitation, and the other horrows of this 
avstem, 

Though in a very confined situation the 
bothers continue to be productive. One of 
the Six, Johnny Spam has written several 
articles—one appearing in the Black Scho- 
ir, October, 1972, entitled “The Black 
Family and The Prisons.” The article is an 
illustration of the deep thought the brother 
is giving to current problems in the third 
world communitics within the United 
States. 

The Third World Women’s Alliance fully 
supports these brothers who are engaged in 
a life and death struggle. Those interested 
in more information may contact: 

San Quentin Six Defense Fund 

c/o National Lawyers Guild 

558 Capp Street 

San Francisco, California 
94110. . 


Slave of a Slave (cont) 


owners, holding their brothers and sisters in perpetual 
davery. Today we can look toward the black capitalists 
trying to use us as wage slaves. Nalionhood, in most 
cases, still has a capitalist base and as long as it does, 
there can be no freedom for poor Afro-American and 
African women. 

On the oth= hand, from our readings about the 
liberation struggles now going on in Guinea-Bissau, 
Angola, and Mozambique, we have kearacd that the 
women there are throwing off not only the chains of 
colonialism, but the cha:ns of outmoded, backward 
customs that tend to keep women in the most wietched 
condition, Now, ike the Vietnamese women, they are 
fighting 2s revoluuonanes beside their men and ihey are 
no longer under male rule, whats or black. 

We have keamed to be more discrimina.ing in 
selecting our heroes and friends. Which side are they on? 
Are they a part of the oppressing forces or are they a 
part of the forces for liberation and an end to ALL 
forms of exploitation? 

Middle class black males never seem to publish 
these facts in their publications. While they want change 
for themselves, they are not interested in darcy the 
exploitive relationships that exist in society at large or in 
the relationships they have with their women, cither 
personalor political. ‘ 

There is a lot of money to be made on the social 
and economic exploitation of Black women. Look at all 
the money that has been made by keeping white women 
socially and economically oppressed, often with their 
cooperation. Any black “intellectuals” and other lead- 
ingmembers of the black .nationalist movement in this 
country who are striving to make it have a class interest, 
not s racial interest in attempting to promote ideas of 
dependence and submission amongst black women. 

We shall see if poor and working class black 
women, plan to exchange a white master for a black one. 
Based on a brief rcading of history however, | dare to 

~ wenture that they shall not, Many black women and this 
is especially true among the student population, are busy 
chasing their men end accepting all kinds of backward 
and repressive theorics on the role of women. They 
should be reminded of whe fact that black men need 
status symbols wher they lust fur capitalisin and white 
women make better ones than black women (check out 
Wilt Chamberlain), Under capitalism, white is still right. 

What, then, are the realities of the Black woman's 
Life? First and foremost she is a worker and she is 
fonwhite, [In 1968 4 million nonwhite woinen were in 
the labor force, making up bout 43% of all nonwhite 
workers. In every ape group, a significantly Jarger 
Pruportion of nouwhile women are in the labour force 
than of white women, 

What binds of jubs does she do? 

She works at quite different kinds of johs than 
white women, In 196K ane in two nonwhite women 
(49%) were in service work andI'% in white collar wk, 
1&% were blue collar workers and only 2% farin workers, 

In contrast bess than 20 white wamen were in service 
work, bul almost G6 were in white collar work. About 
we, propottion of, both nynwiite, aud white 


women were in blue collar and farm work. 

Nonwhite women are concentrated in certain major 
occupation groups. Almost half (48.6%) of the women 
private houschald workers (c.g. maids) are nonwhite. 
19.3% women service Workers are nonwhite. One out of 
every four nonwhite women workers is a private 
household worker. and another one in four works in 
some other service occupation. The next largest occupa- 
tion group © for employed nonwhite women is clerical 
work, with 17.4%, followed by operatives 16.9%. (The 
figures are higher now for clerical workers.Ed.) 

The extent of the expleitation of Black women can 
be seen when you look af the wages. The median wage 
or salary income of a nonwhite woman working full-time 
the year rund in 1966 was $2,949 or 71% of the 
‘comparabh. mediar: income of white women which was 
$4,152. lt wes only 65.1% of the comparable median 
incon of nonwhite men and less than half (41%) of the 
comparable median income of white men which was 
$7,164. i > 

MRADE UNIONS 

One of the reasons the black woman finds herself in 
this position is due to the continuing racist and sexist 
policies of labor unions, This has been a grcat problem 
to the entire working class. The collaborationist unions 
have upheld racism in this country and have failed to 
fight the white skin privileges of white workers. They 
have failed to right or even make an issue against the 
inequities in the hiring and psy of women workers. It 
would be a disastrous mistake for working men to make 
the same mistake today. 

By using the woman as a surplus labor market and 
as a source of cheap labor, the entire working class finds 
It's wages depressed and it is essential to realize that the 
exploitation of women works to everyone's disadvan- 
tage. 


The total number of union members women and men 
has remained about the same since the mid-fifties. 
However, since the labor force is increasing, this means 
that the proportion of workers who are unionized is 
actually falling. Thus 33.2% of employees in non- 
agricultural establishments were members of uniuns in 
1955; there were 31.4% in 1960; and only 2444 by 1966, 
Blue collar uniunisty comprive about 58% of all union 
Menten; white collar workers take up the other 15%; 
service workers remain largely unorganized, 

Since most black women are in service jobs, not 
many of them benefit from untonization, Even though 
only 14% of nonwhite women have blue collar jobs, it is 
in this arca where most women belong to ns. 

About 14% of all) women union members in 
1966 were in two unions in the apparel industry 
(International Ladies Garment Workers Union and 
Amalgamated Clithing Workers of Awertcad Other 
unions with a sizable number of women members are the 
International Wrotierhoad of Titectrical Workers, the 
Retail Cletks Intemational Asvouation, and the Hotel 
and Kestaurant Employees and Barteuders International 
Union, When deewing upon a propeaim tclating to the 
tion of black women, it is essential that we 


take these facts into consideration. We must not base 
our tactics on any preconceived notions. 

As women, it is important to study in order o 
understand how the role of the black and other third 
world women in the home and in society fits into the 
general picture of third world people in this country and 
to fully understand how our struggle fits into the 
Struggle against exploitation and oppression of all 
Peuples. 

But even more important, it is essential for women 
to take part m changing the reality of their tives. Theory 
alone doesn't do anything to change our daily existence. 
If we wan: to understand revolution, we hav= to take 
part in ievoit:tion, The task before us is to develop a 
sistethood of women which stretches across all coun- 
tries. A sisterhood that finds within itself the resolve and 
strength to actively participate in all phases of the 
liberation struggles, whie at the same time making sure 
that the role of women in the new society will be one 
which will not be oppressive and will not be a 
continuation of the same kinds of stunting attitudes 
which are still in mode today, even among the most 
tevolutionary of men. We must begin to study revolu- 
tionary theory and to study other successful revolutions 
Wdiscover the general truths which we can apply to our 
struggle here in the U.S. against imperialism, against 
tacism and against male supremacy, China, Vietnam, 
Cuba, Guinea-Bissau, North Korea and Albania have had 
or are in the midst of having revolutions where colonial 
and/or class exploitation and oppression have been 
eliminated. If you look at these examples, you notice * 
that each tes used socialist ideology and tactics to wage 
successful liberation struggles. 

. Another relevant fact about the abovementioned 
countries is of particular importance to women, The 
status of women has been elevated as a result of the 
introduction of socialism. Although there is still much to 
be done in relation to women, Ue economic foundation * 
for the oppression of women has been etinenatod and the 
doors to true cinancipation have been opened. 

It ts now possible for women in these countries to 
unite and struggle to defend their rights as citizens, 
mothers and workers. 


IN CONCLUSION 


The history of ou peuple in this nation portrays clearly 
the prominent tule that the black wuinan has played in 
the on-going struyyle against racivm and exploitation, 

As mother, wile and worker, she has witnessed the 
frustration amd anguish of the inca, women and cluklren 
in het community and on the job, . 

As revolutionary, she will take an active part in 
changing this reality. The slave of a slave is a creature of 
Une prast. 


Fran Heal 
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News 


Block Liberation Army 

So many prospocive jurors im the tnal 
of WeApne Cheumaid and Clark Squite in 
New Biumwich, New Jersey tant te be 
dumived hecawe of then facial prepadices 
that the judge ruled the jury would have to 


fe sclected from anutber county, Many 


Pople Urequalitied themselves or were uiv- 
qualified becawe of their racist atuinudes 
towards Blacks. One sont that he dal not 
want any Blacks living next doer to him, 
Chesinurd and Squire, alleged members of 
the Black Liberation Army fave been 
charged with & counts in a May Ind 
shooting on the NJ. Turnpike. 


Helicopter Shot Down 

A pole hehowpter was shut down in 
Son Francisco, killing two policemen, A 
Broup called the Aupust 7 Guoinila Move. 
ment cluned responubility, The group is 
demanding the release of the Son Quentin 
Six, awaiting trial for alleged parncipation 
in the August 7, 1971 alleged attempted 
Jail break that resulted in the murder of 
Gourge Jackson, 


US. Rack Attitudes 

A US, Civil Rights Commission report 
studying racial tension in Cairo. Minois 
blamed “the total American expericnee™ 
for whites having lost their “capacity for 
outrage over racism if they ever possessed 
it.” Cairo’s public housing is segregated and 
ts pulice and fire departments are all 
white, although Cairo is 40% Black. 


Chicago's Corrupt Police 

Chicago's Police Supcrintendent, James 
B. Conlisk. Jr. an ald and close friend of 
Mayur Daley, resigned after 19 of his 
Police officers were convicted of extortion, 
and 27 others were indicted. This pa 
summer, Black and Latin citizens had 
demanded Conlisk’s resignation because 
the policefurce’s racist Persecution had 
been tpnorsd. 


Minority Veterans Face Discrimination 

An NAACP study views that 25,000 
minority vetcraus in the State of Connec- 
ticul were refused jobs duc to racism, drug 
Problems, or less than honorable dis- 
charges. Three out of every four dishonor- 
able discharges gu to minority soldiers. 

© 


People Demand Impeachment 

Over SO* of those Ainecrican citizens 
polled want Richard Millbous Nixon im- 
Peached. After first refusing tu turn over 
seret tape recordings he imade of discus 
sions with aides and others, many now 
under indictment for their participation in 
the Watergate affair and its aftermath. two 
of his former Cabinet members are awail- 
ing trial, his income tax returns are being 
investigated, the elaborate redecurating of 
his various residences done ut public ex- 
pense. und after it was confirmed that he 
had directly intervened by asking the Jus 
tice Department to drop charges against 


_ ETT, a Large contributor to his campaign. 


Jury Clears Children Attackers 

An all-wiute, male jury acquitted two 
mea who had been charged with reckless 
endangerment and criminal mischief result- 
ing from their attack of two school buses 
on October 25, 1972. These two imen 
attacked the school buses with crow bars, 
breaking the windows and injuring several 
school children who had to be taken to the 
hospital for treatment, Several of the chil- 
dren had to have glass renvoved from their 
eyes. 

At the tine of this cowardly act, there 
was high tension in the New York area ay a 
result of these bus attacks and the bl-wkad- 
ing of 31 Black and Puerto Rican children 
from entering PS. 251 wm the Canarsie 
Section of Kivoklyn by white parents, 

The defense attorney for these men 
Gescribed the chidien as “a gang of herd: 
Juma” who “harassed” tie white pedce 
trians as they inde through white newh 
barhetds on their school bus on thes way 
from South Jamaica tu the Elizabeth 
Black well Jt. Nigh Scpoyl in O7ute Karl, 

pens. "es 


Briels 


Sterilization Ductor Reprimanded 

The South Carelna Commedonet of 
Socnal Senices hactold De Cloviell Pierce 
of Aiken, SC, that he would nothe allowed 
to deliver babies under the Medicaid: pro- 
Blamuntess he stopped requiring wumen on 
welfare with at beast theee children to 
subnut to sterilization before agreeing to 


Rive prenatal care, A white mother on: 


welfare had expused his practices. 


Women Enter Labor Force 

The Census Burcau has reported that {a 
1972, 40 out of every 100 mariicd women 
were in the labor furce, compared to 25 
out of 100 in 1950, Also, 20 out of every 
100 women with pre-school children are in 
the labur force compared to 12 out of 100 
in 1950, 


Meternity Leave with Benefits Denied 

A woman employee at Owens-Illinois 
Glass Company in Oakland was injured on 
the job, She was @ months pregnant. The 
child was not hurt, but the woman suffered 
a back injury which made her pregnancy 
mor difficult. 

In the past, women at Owens were not 
allowed to work past the end of the fifth 
month, Then they were declared unable to 
work, layed off and collected unemploy- 
ment benefits until the baby was bom. 

However, nuw Owens has interpreted a 
federal law, Title Vil of the Civil Rights 
Act, which makes discrimination on the 
basis of sex illegal to mean that laying off 
women because they are pregnant zs “dis- 
criminatury.”“ Now women have no choice 
other than to work the full term of their 
Pregnancy under dangerous conditions, or 


fo take an unpsid pregnancy Seave on. 


Guctor's orders. Only a few women who 
are “truly disabled" by thew pregsancy 
will qualify for disability bencfits. 


Stribes Against Abortion Laws 


In May, Senator James Buckley (Conser- . 


vative.N.Y.) introduced a constitutional 
amendment that would overtum the recent 
Suoreme Court decision on abortion and 
make abortion illegal again except when s 
woman's life fs in danger. 

This amendment redefines the word 
“persun” to apply to “all human beings, 
including their unbum offspring at every 
stage of their biological development.” 

Altogether there are 11 bills proposing 
constitutional amendinents based on the 
dctinition of the beginning of life as the 
moment of conception! 


For Poor Women: More Sterilization 

The Ron Hunter Noon News Report, 
WGR.-TV, Buffalo, August 10: 

“A government health official says 
forced sterilization of persons receiving 

“ medical care under federal programs will 

continue until better policing methods are 
found.” a 


Corporations and Food 

In the 1967 Census of Manufacturing 
there were 32,500 food manufactinng 
firms; but a mere 100 of these took 71% of 
all the profits. More than 40 food tnanufac- 
turers have taken the additional step of 
opening their own restaurant chains. Pilly 
bury, General Mills, Campbell Soup, Kal- 
ston Purina, Quaker Oats, United Brands, 
Green Giant, and Barden are just a few, 

On whe other hand, more monopolistic 
corporations are entering the food field, 
The new “farmers” are ITT (famed for tle 
support of the Chilean peasants and far- 
mers, through a bloody coup), Grey: 
hound Corporation, Dow Chemeal (fe 
mous for tty development of Ue napalm 
used in Viet Nam to “scorch” the peuple), 

Sduthern Pacific Railway, John Mancock 
* Life insurance and Getty Oi, 
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ge Carolos Feliciano 

verto Rican Nationalist, Carlos 
Feliciano, was framed but acquitted of the 
approaimately 44 counts of sedition initial- 
ly brought against him by New York 
District, Attorney, John Fine. However, 
Carlos was found guilty of possession of a 
bomb. The only witness was a perjured 
police officer. Carlos was sentenced to $ 
years in jail, but was granted the right to 
appeal. 


Bostonians Support the Palestinians 

Early in October, before the outbreak of 
the new Middle East war, over 70 persons 
held a demonstration at an air force re- 
crulting office in Boston to protest the 
US.and Israeli agreements in the Middle 
East. The demonstraton attributed motiva- 
tions for the agreements to a long term 
process of denying the Palestinians right to 
their homeland, and denying the Arab 
peoples control of their resources. 

The demonstration was organized by the 
Women's Committee to support the Pales 
tinians, 2 group of Boston women who had 
held a Middle East Study group for several 
months. Representatives from other left 
groups, as well as a group of Pziestinian 
Arabs, men and women participated. 


PINOCHET'S IDEA CF A GOOD JOKE 


Repression in Chile Continues 

The fascist junta that overthrew an 
elected socialist government and assassina- 
ted President Salvador Allende continucs 
its vicious repression of the Chilean people. 
Thousands have been killed, workers camps 
bomted, and the public burning of beoks 
brings thoughts of Nazi Germany to mind 
The Junts has closed the Socialogy Depart: 
ment of the University and the Communi- 
cations and Journalism Departments at 
Catholic University, The murder of foreign: 
ers cuntinues in the name of “extermind- 
tion of Marxism" but pockets of resistance 
continue to plague the fascists all over 
Chile. (See article page 16) 


Repression in Uruguay 


Juan Mania Mordaherry’s repressive 
Uruguayan government closed down that 
country’s only university claiming it was a 
“breeding ground” for cevolutionary 


thought. Over 150 people were arrested, 


including the University Rector and nine 
out of ten department deans. 


Univ. of Puerta Rico Strike 

On October 15, more than 6,000 stu- 
dents of the University of Puerto Rico 
voted to strike and were joined the next 
day by the Union of the office workers. 
Students at all the regional colleges voted 
to support the demands which are: that the 
Council of Higher Education come out in 
support of a new University education law 
that would allow faculty, student and 
worker participation in the control of the 
university; that a new student code that 
allows student participation be established 
and the old rescinded; that workers, profes- 
sors and students participate in the election 
of the four rectors and deans needed to 
replace those fired by the government; and 
that the University guards be changed into 
a traffic force instead of the repressive 


tactical force it is now. Widespread suppor] . 


of the strike appears to ensure student- 
worker victory. 


Soviet Women Win Gains 

As of December Ist, working women in 
the Soviet Union will get more benefits, 
including at least 112 paid days off when 
having a baby no matter how long they 
have worked plus a full paid week to care 
for a sick child under the age of 14. 
Furthermore, mothers alone, ie. un- 
married, divorced, widowed, can take 10 
paid days for sick children under 7. 

This benefit is one that should be ap- 
plauded, although it indicates that the 
care of children is still viewed as prin 
cipally the role of the woman and nota 
responsibility that should be shared. 


Geeek Struggle Escalates 

Hundreds of people demenstrated in 
front of the Greck Mission to the United 
Nations to show their sulidarity with the 
Greek people who are presently engaged in 
a mass struggle against the fascist Greek 


Junta. Martial law has been declared in 


Greece and tanks are occupying the streets 
of Athens. A shoot-on-sight curfew has 
been proclaimed and the Athens airport 
closed. Total press censorship is in force 
and over 1200 arrests have been made in 
the past few days. 

THe fascists are afraid to depend on the 
Army because they aren't sure whether 
orders to shoot and kill the people will be 
carricd out. Therefore, special forces are 
being used against the students, workers 
and other citizens who are demanding an 
end to the fascist government and a restor- 
ation of democracy. 


The Third World Women's Alliance offers. its 
condolances to the family and friends of Twymon 
Myers. He has fallen, like so many of our brothers and 
sisters, lu the forces of repression, which scek to prevent 


us from achieving a just society of peace and freedom 
for this nation’s oppressed peoples, We reaffirm our 
commitment to continue to struggle for that just 
saciely, 


.. Nationalist Prisoners 


Oscar Collazo nas sewed 2A years 
for being in a shoot out in front of 
the Blan House, the temporary tes 
dence of the then president Triinan, 
on Nov. 1. 1920. What took him, and 
his young friend, Griseliv Torresola, 
25 years old, who was shot to death 
that day, to Washington® Oscar, then 
President of the New York chapter 
of’ the Nationalist’ Party, and 
Griselio, a member, were both 
Avorkers fone! to emigrate to New 
» York City because of their island's 
disastrous situation, Don Pedro's 
teachings and their own lives had 
made clear to them that the first 
Puerto Rican govemor elected in 
1948 principally because of his pro- 
independence views, .Luis Munoz 
Marin, was a traitor. Ever since his 
inauguration he had been cooking up 
“new status” for Puerto Rico, with 
the yankees; the Estado Libre Aso- 
ciado or Commonwealth, which was 
merely a new name for colony, A 
few months before, on July 3, 1950, 
the ULS. congress passed Public Law 
600 to provide for a constitutional 
government of Puerto Rico. This law 
stated that “the P.R. legislature is 
authorized to convoke a Constitu- 
tional Convention if it agrees with 
the present law and Constitution of 
US. 
The Nationalist Party saw clearly 
through the attempt to give coloni- 
alism a new name and allow the U.S. 
free reign for the control of Puerto 
Rico, and on Oct. 30, they rose up in 
armed struggle in the towns of 
Jayuya, Arecibo, Utuado, and 
others. The U.S. acted swiftly 2nd 
cruclly to put down the rebellion. 
wounding many and arresting hun- 
dreds, often for no rcason. Albizu's 
home was shot at and tear gassed and 
he was removed from it and arrested, 
although ke was in San Juanat thr 
time. These are the events that arc 
the background for the Collazo and 
Torresola attack on the Blair House; 
events that explain the attempt of 
these two Puerto Ricans conscious of 
.the pain of their fellow countrymen, 
to place the struggle on a national 
and international scale. © 
October 30 is one of those impor- 
tant dates in history that we should 
know but don’t, we should know it 
. because it marks an attempt of a 
colonized people, in this case the 
Puerto Rican nation, to free them- 
éelves, and we don’t know it because 


the coloniver, in this case the ULS., 
ntrols the eduwutenal system and 
does not teach us about our heroes 
and our struggles, but theirs, They 
(ry to conmunce us that we never 
wanted to be tree, that we hhe being 
colonized, and that we had no heroes 
or heroes who stood up to them, 
They teach us to identity with their 
history, theit nationhood, and the 
sud result fs that many Puerto Ricans 
team to sing the Star Spangled Ban- 
her with tears in their eyes, but do 
not know La Borinquena, some 
speak English with pride and are 
ashamed of Spanish, most know of 
George Washington, Betsy Ross and 
July 4. but never heard of Ramon 
Emeterio Betanees, Mariana Bracetti, 
23 of September or October 30, 

This is the colonized mentality as 
Fanon analyzed it so well. that fro- 
duces the cultural dislocation, des- 
tructive behaviour and psychological 
upheaval that plague our, people to- 
day. Our struggle for freedom must 
be a struggle to reclaim ourculture, to 
reestablish our identity, to learn who 
we were and are, and what sacrifices 
curcompatriots have made to fight 
for freedom. 


These sacrifices went on every 
day, throughout the 400 years of 
Spanish domination and this century 
of U.S. imperialism. Still two dates 
stand out for being organized and 
armed rebcllions against foriegn con- 
trol of our land, our schools, our 
lives: the 23 of September, 1868 
when Puerto Ricans fought against 
she Spaniards at Lares, and October 
30, 1980 when they tock on the 
strongest mast mpacious economic 
ard miiitary power the world has 
ever kiown, in the town of Jayuya. 

We must sot forget these dates 
and others related to them, nor those 
who risked their lives on them. Free 
Lolita, Oscar, Irving, Rafacl and 
Andres. : 

Even Latin America’s mos! tyran- 
nical dictators have pardoned leaders 
of attempts to overthrow them. 


Ana Celia 


... Arab Struggle 


war after war? The answer is eco- 
nomics, just like anv other war in 
history. Israel has a capitalist econo- 
my where the European and Ameri- 
can Jewish minority make up the 
ruling class, and the Arabic Jews, 
who are the majority of the popula- 
tion, and the remaining Palestinian 
Asabs are the workers. The ruling 
, class of Isracl realizes that economic 
gains will re.ult from their wars of 
expansion, Before the 1967 war, the 
Israeli econoiny was in trouble. For 
the first Gime in its history more 
Jews were leaving the county: than 
were coming in, The ‘07 war of 
expansion solved the economic crisis 
Isracl pained control of the lucrative 
oil well. on bey p's Sinai Desert, Nut 
only could sacl end the unport of 
crude oil, a dia on ity bulinve of 
payments, but it was able to net $62 
million yearly in protits from its own 
productionofoil, — ,... 


A second boost to the economy 
was the occupation of the Palestinian 
territories of the West Bank and the 
Gaza. ‘The Arabs living there were 
forced to supply cheap labor tor 
Isracl's industry in order to survive 
the inflation which came with Israeli 
occupation, The economic crisis in- 
side Istacl was eased and Israeli 
capitalism took a tuin for the better. 


Iscacl tripled her tcrntory and 
doubled her work force as a result of 
her aggression me 1967, Since then 
the Arab peoples have sourht by 
every peaceful means to regam their 
tenitory and obtain a just settlement 
that ensures the national nyt ab 
the Palevinian people. Where there is 
ayyession, there will be resistance, 
‘The strugile wall continue woul every 
vestige of imperialom and reaction 
are defeated in the Middle East, 


Georgette laup 
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. « -Pristonera Nacionalista 


EE partido Nactonalsta mantiene 
que est enun estada de guerra con 
fos EEUU desde que tropas: nortes 
ainericanas: invadieron la isha en 
1898. Los cinco prisioneros nacion- 
ahstas estan enearcelidos por tinto 
ficmpo por su participscion en dos 
acciones destinados a trace La aten- 
ciwn del mundo a ta explotacidn de 
Puerto, Rico bajo ta fachada del 
Estado Libre Asceiado,’ conocido en 
Los 
EEUU portavoz falso de la libertad y 
democracia, porque rehusan perder 
las grandes ventajas militares y eco- 
Nomicas que P.R. significa para ellos. 

Oscar Callazo ha pasado los ulti- 
mos*23 anos de su vida en la circel 
por hiber estado en el tiroteo en 
frente de la Casa Blair , entonces la 
residencia temporaria del Presidente 
Truman ef I de Nov., 1950. Que lo 
llevo a cl y a su amigo joven de 25 
afios, Grielio Torresola a quien mata- 
ron ese dia, 3 Washington? Oscar. en 
aquel tiempo presidente del capitulo 
neoyoruino del Partido Nacional- 
ista, y Griselio, miembro, eran traba- 
jadores que tuvieron que emigrar a 
Nueva York a causa de la situacidn 
economica desastrosa en la isla. Por 
medio de las ensefianzas de don 
Pedro y sus propias vidas vieron 
clarament que el primer gobernador 
puertorriqueno elegido en 1948 prin- 
cipalmente porque decia que creia en 
la independencia, Luis Mufoz Marin, 
era un _— traidor. 

Desde su inauguracion habia 
estado fabricando un “status nuevo” 
para P.R. con los yanquis, el Estado 
Libre Asociade, o Commonwealth, 
lo cuz} solo era un romore nuevo 
an gg ap meses antes, el 3 

lc julin de 19£0, el congreso de los 
EEUU paso” la Iey 600 pan it 
veerle a P.R. un gobierno constitu- 
Cional”, Esta ley declaraba que “se le 
autoriza a la legislatura puertor- 
nquena convocar una convencion 
constitucional con tal que este de 
acuerdo con la presente ley y consti- 
tucién de los EEUU.” 

Los EEUU actuo acelerada y cru- 
elmente Para terminar con la febel- 
ion, Hiricron a muchos y arrestaron a 
milcs de otros, muchas veces sin 

7 ‘i 
razon, Le dispararon a la casa de 
Albizu, le tiraron gases lacrimogenos, 
y lo arrestaron, aunque el cstaba en 
San Juan y no en los pueblos rebela- 
dos. Estos son los acontecimientes 
que sirven de fondo para el ataque a 
la Casa Blair, acontecimientos que 
explican porque estos dos patriotas 
puertorriqucnos concientes del dolor 
de sus compatriotas, especialmente 
en esos momentos, hacen el esfuerzo 
de Hevar Ja lucha a una escala na- 
cional ¢ internacional. 
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El Partido Navionalista entendfa 
Perlectimente cl proposito de darle 
un nuevo nombre st coloniahsme y 
asi permitirle a los EEUU poder sin 
limite en su control de PR, y ef 30 
octubre, 1980 se rebelaron, armados, 
en los pueblos de Jayuya, Arccibo, 
Utuado y otros, 

El 30 Qctubre cs una de esas 
fechas historicas importantes que 
debemos conocer, pero descono- 
cemos. Debemos conocerla porque el 
olonizador, en este caso los EEUU, 
controla el sistema educacional en el 
cual no nos hablun de nuestros 
heroes y nuestras luchas sino de los 
de ellos. Tratan de convencernos que 
Nunca quisimos ser libres, que nos 
gusta estar colonizados, y que no 
tuvimos heroes ni heroinas que se les 
enfrentaran. Nos ensenan que debe- 
mos identificar con la historia de 
ellos, con la nacionalidad de ellos, y 
al resultado triste es que muchos 
boricuas cantan el himno norteameri- 
cano con lagrimas en los ojos, pero 
no se saben la Borinquefia, algunos 
hablan ingles con orgullo, pero 
tienen vergiienza de hablar espaiiol, 
muchos saben de George Washirg- 
ton, Betsy Ross y el 4 de julio, pero 
nunca han oido de Ramon Emeterio 
Betances, Mariana Bracetti, el 23 de 
septiembre o cl 30 de octubre. 

Esta es la mentulidad colonizada 
tan perfectamente descrita por 
Fanon, que produce 1a ruptura cultu- 
ral, el comportamiento destructivo y 
el trastomo psicologico que persigue 
nuestro pueblo hoy. Nuestra -hicha 
de liberacidn tiene que incluir & lucha 
para rescatar y reclamar nuestra cul- 
(ura, para re-estabdiecer nucstra iden- 
tidad, para aprender quienes somos 
y, como Ilegamos a ser, y que sacrifi- 
Clos nuestros comvstriotas har 
hecho al pelear por la libertad. 

Estos sacrificios se hicieron todos 
los dias, a traves de los 400 afios de 
dominacidn espafiola y este siglo de 
imperialismo nortcamericano. Sin 
embargo, dos fechas se destacan por 
ser tebeliones organizadas y armadas 
conua el control extranjero de 
nuestra tierra, nuestras escuclas, 
nuestras vidas: el 23 de septiembre, 
1868 cuando puertorriquefios pelear- 
0n contra los espafioles en Lares, y el 
30 octubre, 1950 cuando se enfren- 
taron al poder economico y militar 
mas grande y fcroz que el mundo ha 
conocido, en el pueblo de Jayuya. 
No debemos volvidarlas, ni a los que 
arriesgaron la vida en ellas y otras 
fechas relacionades. 

Libertad para Lolita, Oscar, Irving, 
Rafael y Andrés! * 


by Ana Celia 
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Chil2an Struggle Continues 


Since the bloody September Phth 
coup resulting inthe overthrow of 
the Chilean Popular Uiate eU dad 
Populand government, the assesina: 
tion of President: Sahador Allende, 
the mass murdenay of thousands of 
trade umonnsts,"and leltsts, snd the 
installation oF the tascist punta, there 
have been continued protests from 
socialist and progressive peoples in 
the ULS.. and in countries around the 
world, More iiortantly, Beatriz 
Allende, daughter of the stain presi- 
deat, gave an informative speech in 
Havana, Cuba, on September 28th, 
detailing the list hours of her Cather 
and the U.P. powernment 

First, however, we'd like to cite a 
few of the protests which have taken 
Place in New York City, ay well as 
actos the country September 27th 
the Weather Underground bombed 
the ITT headquarters for the Latin 
Amencan division in New York. Da- 
Mage was estimated im the thowsinds 
of dollan, Other UIT oftices in San 
Franeiseo: Rome, (aly: and Zurich, 
Switzerland were alo attacked, 

In addition, there were wveral 
demonstrations atthe U.N. The day 
that the representative of the Chilean 
junta spoke. demonstrators seated in 
the bsleeny threw down leatlets de- 
nouncing the coup. Anvther day 
Progressive forces trred to gain adinit- 
fanee ty the offices of the Chilean 
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Boutriz Al'ends, Or ompanied by Vilma hepin, at ihe rally of cul carl 
by Cuban Women Sra was given a worm and enthusiastic ovallon by the huge crowd. (Photo: 


uric Ferrer) 
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Minsien te sere their conver for 
the tate of the political pronery 
now beng kept en annstind off the 
eet oot Chie, as well as in the 
daegeens of prisons throughout the 
country Notably, there was a meno. 
tal senice for the slain’ President 
Allende and the deceased poet, Pablo 
Neruda. And the personal secretary 
tw Any, Hortensia Allende, pqninda 
Navarra. spoke to van ova fbwing 
crowd of 2000 of more perdobs. She 
emphasized that the progrepdfe peo- 
ple of the US coud ald the Ubilean 
anticlascist struggle’ by unyadg along 
non-partisan lines tos yiinjonstrate 
unity in our pana o ate fate of 
democracy in Chile, **! hay 

The fate of dembcegeye in Chile 
had al been the theme;ot Beatiz 
Allende’s speeehsin tutu, on the 
Lath anniversary lof thé Pommittees 
for the Defense of he ‘Revolution, a 
day dedicated instead (Q4the memory 
of Salvador Allende aad the fallen 
U.P. government. She recounted the 
hist months of the © coup, when there 
were constant rume ws of an unpend- 
ing uprising.by ihe catilitary. Of that 
last day she Said a™ «learned that 
Present id gone to the 
Palace (La “Mongar in the carly 
hours, We went there without rea- 
lving the importance of what was 
taking plice, 
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“Howas only while on route... 
that we undetstood the srrouvness 
of the situation” Beatne noted that 
during tus time Pressdent: Allende 
Prepared to resist the coup. The 
loyal members of his guard and 
Police who were with him, as well as 
other members of the Cabinet and 
the medical corps were being armed. 
Always, the President had a calm 
manner, dectively voicing his inten- 
tion to die rather than surrender, and 
finally, requesting that all who were 
not armed leave the Palace in order 
to help to develop the struggle un- 
Verground. He also thought of others 
involved in the progressive struggle 
of Chile, and ordered that all docu- 
ments, even personal ones, be des- 
(royed so that they might not jeopar- 
dize anyone, [We see now, however, 
that to have any progressive litera- 
lure at ull in one’s possession means 
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to fight. And that his constant con- 
cern was the future political leader: 
ship, a united leadership, to over- 


come the fascist’ forces. Beatriz 
Allende confirmed for the Cuban 
people, as well as for the world. the 


fact that comrade Salvador Allende 
died defending the rights which the 


Chilean people had won, he died 
defending a mandate for the Chilean 
revolution, a mandate for socialism. 

Beatriz Allende also sent a mes- 
sage to the U.S. people. 


jg Se SORA IIS BRR HNN ROG a ela 


PO ER 


SONET Ose ot 


Mite 
’ 
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dentention on the part of the 
fascists.) Beagriz says of her last 
hours with her father that he was in 
extraordinary spirits and very willing 


Dara Nayo 


October 5. 1973 
Havana, Cuba 


TO TIE PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES: 


I address myself to you in these dramatic moments for 
my country, the Republic of Chile, which since September 11th 
has not only been suffering, br:t fighting resolutely against the 
fascist military junta that overthrew the constitutional President, 
Salvador Allende. 


The coup of September iJ can only be comprehended in 
' its full magnitude when one understands that even before the 
Popoutar Unity took up the reins of government. U.S. imperialist 
monopolies and Chilean reaction were conspiring against the U.P. 
They tried to prevent first the UP’s ascension to the Presidency 
and Licr the completion of its program of social and economic 
transformation which the country demanded and the government 
was carrying out. 


For the moment the fascists have achieved their goal of 
blocking the revolutionary process by assassinating the President 
and overthrowing the democratically clected government. They 
counted on military men, traitors to their country trained in U.S. 
military academics, on the financial backing of U.S. monopulies 
and on the political and diplomatic support of the United States 
government. 


Today, Chile, its soil stained by fascist boots, feels its in- 
stitutions swpet away, its culture destroyed, its progressive ideas 
Persecuted, its finest sons tortured and murdered, its working- 
class districts and universities bombed — repressing the workers 
throughout the length of the nation. 


The fascists are mistaken, they have not won. Alongside the 
fascist brutality arises popular resistance which, taking its inspiration 
from the cxample of President Allende, is already to fight and to win, 
win, 

The Chilean people, today fighting in the streets, factorics, 
hills, and mines, call on the solidarity of all progressive people 
throughout the world, and especially the peuple of the United States. 


a 


* We know that the imperialist U.S. government docs not re- 
Present the real people of the USA, and that in our fight we can 
count on them as did the Vietnamese. We can count on the soli- 
darlty of the workers, the national minorities, students, professionals, 
and other popular groupings which condenin the imperialist policy 
of the U.S. government, and which af the same time support the 
revolutionary process of those countries fighting for full sovercignly 
and social progress, 


LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE CHILEAN PEOPLE! 
LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE PROGRESSIVE 
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES! 


With ervolutionary greetings, 
Beatsis Allende 


